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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIZATION NO. 2529

"NT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
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Accident near Sunol, Calif,., on September 22, 1241, caused Dby
an inferior *raln occupying the main track on the time
of an opposing superior traﬂn.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

On September £2, 141, there was a head-end collision
between a passenger tralﬁ and a light engine on the Western
Pacific Railroad near Sunol, Calif., which resulted in the
death of 3 train-service employees, sand the injury of 23 pas-
sengers, 1 news-gervice smnloves, 1 Pullman employee, 4 dining-
car bmrlo ‘ees, 2 trazin porters and £ train-service employees.
This a3611cnt was investigated in conjunction with the Railroad
Commission of Celifornis.

Under suthority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce
Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the Commission
to Commissioner Patterson for consideration and disposition.
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Location of Acciisnt and Msthod of Operation

This accident cccurred on thet nart ofF th
designated &s the First Subkdivision, which ext
nut Junction and 3tockton, Cslif., a dletance
the ilmmediate vicinity of the »noint of scciden
track line over which trains arc operated o] ¢ r
orders; there is no bleck system 1in use. Time-% tio
wilch ere esast and west, =re used in thils report nol a
siding 1,598 feet in length parsllels the maln track on the north
The east switeh of thils siding is 132 feet eszt of the statlon.
The accident occurred ot a voint about miles east of thie
east siding “witoh at Sunol. Ag the 1 of accldent is ap-
proaohed Cthe ocsst Toere are, In ¢ ssion, a tangent 1,081
feet in & a 19 curve t il feet, a tangent 2,007
feat and a 20 curve to the r T to the point of accil-
dent and 1,130 fest bpoyond, 50 of =zccldent is ap=
proached from the west {hore succession, a 5008' curve to
the left 1,834 feet In longth, ent 1,8¢1 feet and the
curve on which the acecident occurred. At the noint of accildent
the grede for =208t-bound trains is 0.88 percent sscending. In
the vieinity of the voint of =ccident a line of the Southern
Pascific Company parallels the Western Pacific Railroad on the
north and at the point of accident the two lines are approximate-

ly 250 feet zpart,

Operating rules res=d in part as follows:

[he time applles to the swiltch where an inferior
train enters the sldingg * % % |
S5-387. An inferior train unust kesp oubt of the way of
orvosing superlor trsains and failins to clesr the
main track by the time renuired by rule must be pro-
tected as vprescribved by Rule 9¢C,

Extra traine must clear the time of oprosing
reguler trains not less than five minutes unless othsr
wise provided, w%

&

“

w

.

b and keep in mind all orders
ice the movement of the traln, so ag
to be prepared to cor oot any oversight or mistake 1if
there should be occasion to do so.
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caident

Ext I West, a west-bound train, consisted of engine £,
This tra evarted from Stockton Yard, 56 miles east of Sunol,
about &: . m., passed Altamnont, 20.5 miles east of Suncl, at
€:57 p. m., sccording to the digspascher's record of movement of
trains, psssed Livermore, 11.6 miles east of sunol, a2t 10:11
p. m., and while moving at an estimsied speed of abtout 30 miles
per hour collided with No. 40 at a point alout 1.8 miles ecast
of the east siding-switch at Suncl. There was no condition of
the egngine of Extra £3 that Jdistre:ied tnes atusatlion of The
crew or obscured their vision. The trekes of .l had
functioned properly en route,

No. 40, an essT~-bound Tlrzt- ss pasegenger traln, con-
sisted of engine 179, one bagzage ceor, one Pullmen sleepling car,
one coach, one chair car, two Pullman sleeping cers, one dining
car, two Pullmsn sl= BD11~ cars and one observatiocon car, in the
order namcd., All r of L uction. The brakes
of No. 40 hrad been o 2.5 mlles west of
Suncl, and function i train departed
fror Chcs»"ut Junc ol, about $:26
p. m., nasgsed MNile d the last open
office, at lO 10 o chier's record of
movement of trazins ol at 10:20 p. m.,
according to the s 12 minutes

lave, and while moving 37 ner hour, as indi-
cated by thes tape hz spead = Cord with wihich the engine
was egqulppred, coll: i i g '

Because of trasck curvaiure and trees adjacent to the track
the view from the left side of =sn ezst-bound engine is rest ricted
to 1,375 ¢ 1,475 Teet 2nd 1,530 feet S eC
884 f‘ eet and 660 feet w d
The vi he right gide of a
to the ances.,

0f *the collision moved engine E3 back a distance
The engine and tender were derailed to the right
right and in line with the treck. The sngine
Pox and engine 0 were demolliered, The
and toth i rs vere proken, Dnholne 179 was
Dped on T 8ide, 2T an anzlo of azaboutl &
racx. —-gnd freame snGé both cylinders
e Tender emained atfached to the cngine.
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Recommendation

ad Company establish an ade-
Iinvolved in this accildent.
not do so will ke served on

That the Western Pacific Railro
cuate tlock-signal system on the line
An order to show cause why 1% 1d
sald carrier,

Dated at Washington, D. C., seventeenth
day of Novemper, 1841,

By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary,



