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To FeLLow MEMBERS OF THE
WeEsTERN PaciFic FAMILY:

As Christmas approaches 1 should like to wish
for all of you and your families a very merry
Christmas and also for 1952 a prosperous and
happy New Year.

Also, speaking for the general officers and the
Board of Directors, I should like to thank each
of you for your fine efforts to improve the service
we have been able to render to the public. Tt
could only have been possible because of your
hard work and loyal coGperation.

I am sure you will join me in a firm resolution

S that 1952 will be the best year the Western

b7l

(") Pacific has ever enjoyed.

Most sincerely,

MILEPOSTS




TO THE “RAILS”
WHO WORK ON CHRISTMA®Z

While those of us who are more for-
tunate are at home enjoying Christmas
Day with our families and lov~1 ones,
let’s stop and toast the crews and other
railroaders who keep Western Pacific’s
trains rolling on this most treasured of
all holidays.

To them, Christmas has a special
meaning—there are passengers to be
carried safely and happily from one
city to another, and there are loads of
freight and mail that must go through
on time, holiday or no holiday.

Behind the cord on that Diesel horn
sounaing a warning at some country
crossing, a locomotive cuginecr keeps
a gloved hand on the controls and alert
eyes on the track ahead. The fireman
across the cab shouts an “all clear” as
he sees the green light ahead, con-
trolled by a dispatcher at his board
many miles away.

An agent steps from the doorway as
the long freight roll. by and waves a
friendly hand to the brakeinan in the
caboose window. Inside the caboose, a
freight conductor prepares a report as
the train slows down and takes a sid-
ing to give way to the high-speed
California Zephyr approaching down
track.

Few passengers aboard the stream-
liner realize the timing of this meet, as
they view the scenery from a Vista-
Dome and listen to the Christmas
carols which the Zephyrette is playing
over the train’s public address system.

In the diner uniformed waiters put
on their best smiles as they carry silver
trays of turkey and other Christmas
delecuibles from the kitchen, where

A

the chefs and their assistants have
prepared food “fit for a King,” and the
steward assists passengers to their
Wats,

Back in the lounge car a srrall group
of passcugers with Chuiistmas spirits
are singing Cnristmas songs and the
conductor pauses to smile and listen to
their good cheer. Forward, in a Pull-
man, a porter is busily assisting an
elderly woman with her baggage.

As the train pulls into a station, car
men are on h~nd to ch- k mechanical
opcr.nion:, Insidae the s ..tion, a ticket
clerk completes his sale andd the pas-
seage  hurries to bo.rd the stream-
line:

The train pulls out, as a switcher
couples into a string of freight cars
nearby, and a switchman lines up the
iron iv another track. Outside the sta-
tionn window a train crew, brought
from thdir homes by a catl boy, occupy
a well - worn bench awaiting arrival
ol a fast freight. The wire chief inside
reaches for a cord as a light flashes
and talks with a ’phone repairman
working on wires brought down by the
weight of snow and ice. A patrolman,
on his rounds, stops to chat with a
hostler on his way to the roundhouse.

Yes, the railroads work on Christ-
mas Day — the crews, the clerks, the
shop employees and the service bureau,
the maintenance men and the oper-
ators, and the hundreds of other WP
railroaders who have a job to do-—
keeping the trains arolhin’ to serve
mankind.

Let’s toast them well
Day!

on Christmas




MILEPOSTS . IN GOLD

Western Pacific congratulates the foliowing employecs to whom Servie: Pin
Awards were made during the month of November, 1951:

35-YEAR PINS

Walter W. Lang
Byron B. Moots ...
Joseph F. Roderick....
George T. Rutherford
Elwyn E. Scott.... ..
Manuel Silva

Western Division
Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
Westerr: Division
Wer“ern Division
..Mechanic-1 Dept.

-.Blacksmith...
-..Locomotive

30-YEAR PINS
- B&B Carpenter .

John Berg... . .. . .
John W. Bingham ...
James G. Breedlove..
Charley F. Cunha
Jesse C. Currier, Sr ..
Boyd R. Davis .
Patro DeGregorio .
Louis Evans .
Stephen J. Fahey.
Earl D. Fonda. .
Norval E. Ham..
William B. Lewis .
Patrick G. Lorenzana.
Peter D. Mamalis

Jose Mercado ...
Albert R. Moseley..

Western Division
..Mechanical Dept.
-Western Divis.on
Mechanical Dept.
N+ Divisioe
. .Western Division
-.. Mechanical Dept.

Mechanical Dept.
Eastern Division

..... Clerk........_.. e
....Locomotive Engineer .
Hostler Helper. -
Locomotive Engineer . .
-Locomotive Engineer
-Painter R
. Carman -
-..Locomotive Engineer
Clerk e . .Western Division
....Telegrapher . . «wo.o. ... Western Division
Clerk - o o .. Western Division
,,.Mach!_qst Helper Mechanical Dept.
--Machinist FE ~.Mechanical Dept.
- -Assistant Foreman.. ... Western Div sion
.. Hostler Helper. . .Mechanical Dept.

jTames Nelson.. ... Conductor _Eastern Division

om Nick Parrls' ..Catman. .. Mechanical Dept
Vincenzo M. Qui Carman B “Mechanical Dept'
Thomas E. Reed -....Locomotive . Western Division

Leo E. Rodriguez .Carman Mechanical Dept.

Lawrence J. Smith Carman i
. mith.. . ... ... .Carman. .. . ...Mechanical Dept.
B‘a"ne]I{J-PSlllllvan ~Machinist. . .‘,Mech:rr:iﬁ:l Degt.
] rs. S wTerr . -.General Attorney .. Law Department
ames O. West... Car Helper -.Mechanical Dept.

Roy A. Williams . .
Mrs. Hazel Wochos. . .. ...

Machinist . o
---Chief Telephone Operator.

25-YEAR PINS

" _Mechanical Dept.
...San Francisco

glelzé C;g B;ker. . -..Carman..... . Mechanical Dept.
Y e§ eE.;., R Inspector.. . ...Freight Claims
liam S, Bowers. . .Carman . Mechanical Dept.

Peter J. Calcaterra..
Felix Casanova... . ..
R. M. Compton.._.. .. _
Anton Czekalla .
Charles S. Decker
Ralph J. Dowe. .
John B. Egan .
Ira B. English. . .. .
Earl E. Fightmaster..
William E. Fosha
John W. Gavey.. .. ..
Herman E. Gerhardt
Harrison Gibson. . ..
Thomas F. Griffiths.

Clerk. .. .. .
-.Machinist Helper
Signal Maintainer
Carman...... .
-Fireman. .......
-Electrician . . .
Roundhouse Forema
Locomotive Engineer ..
- Locomotive Engineer
- --Erection Foreman
-.-Office Engineer . ..
- -Boilermaker Helper.
I Lye Vat Attendant. . .
,,,,, Locomotive Engineer

‘Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
..Signal Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
Western Division
.. Mechanical Dept.
.. Mechanical Dept.
..Western Division
-...Western Division
. .Mechanical Dept.
.Signal Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
.. Mechanical Dept.
.. Eastern Division

John B. Hall ... Machinist

1 B 1 . o .. .Mechauical Dept.
Hirry T. Hilton. - Locomorive Engineer .. ... . Westex':-ALDiviseign
John V. Holcomb ... Machinist e e Mechanical Dept.

David W. Jones
Mike Korojohn ...
Salvators L. Martello
Edward C. Martin

Section Foreman
Section Foreman..
Carman
Switchman

estern Division
,,,,, . Western Division
. .. _inical Dept.

W¢ irern Division

6 VILNPOS TS

Joseph Martv

William Mille r

Bert M. Micchell

William E Moss

Ernest S. Moyes

John J. O Sullivan

Orvil X. Own

Joe Paoletti

Gilbert R. Patterson

John 1. Pierce

Walter C. Rot-ler.

John Sarinana. ..

Ray Schoenfeld.

Robert E. Travel. .
J. O. Van Benthusen.. . e

Orin Adams

Tom Alerich

Wilburn J. Booth

Fred C. Burrows .
Anthony J. Butteries.
Maurilio Carrillo
Joe A. Cook
Edward S. Coon
Tony Cusenza. .
Clarence W. Crawford.
Harry Dailey.. .
William T. Dunn -
Herbert W, Edwards...
Charles K. Faye .
Clarence Finch
Forteno Garcia.
Irwin E. Gaskill.
Ernest R. Hoit
Jesteen R. Jacobs.. . .
George T. Johnston..... . .
William G. Ketchmark..
John A. Maddox .
M. M. Matich.

P. Oscamon.....
Edmond G. Parrott ..
Frank J. Pelzman.

E. L. Peninger....
Joe Manuel Perry
Henry E. Poulterer
Russell F. Rickmon.. .. ...
Rolland F. Rickmon

Walter E. Shafley.

Chris Vordis Thompson

Anibal N. August .
‘William T. Baker
Robert J. Bradley...
John P. Carroll.
Russel J. Cleland
John W. Cruikshank
George M. Crum
E. Delahoussaye. ...
Louis Del Moro
George B. Denney
Vance Lee Dick
Clarence E. Dodds
Victor B. Dods, Jr.
Cecil C. Duck

Louis A. _«rrington
Paul 11. Kerrell

L.eo F. Giesser
Wilbur Goldsberry

AT B P s

" “Conductor..... -

Painte Riveman...
Locorotive Engineer.. ..
Yardmister

.Car Foreman

.Clerk T

Machinist
Switchman
...Carman
....Locomotive Engineer
Locomotive Engineer
Roundhouse Foreman
Track Laborer
. Car Foreman
Machinist . . . .
Signal Maintainer .
20-YEAR PINS
Machinist... s
Carman .
Machinist
_.Blacksmith - .
Carman e
. Machinist

" Conductor

Carman .. .
_..Stationary Engineer .
Machinist R
Section Foreman.
Machinist. -
. ..Machinist
Manager
.Carman

...Machinist..
Conductor...
Yardmaster
Carman..
.Laborer..
_...Conductor
Carman.

Machinist Helper.

Vice-President

Carman

Carman
...Brakeman

Carman

15-YAR PINS
Machinist Helper
Pumper
Carman T
Traffic Representative ...
Traffic Representative. ..
Conductor
Clerk
Waiter
Clerk. . .
Stationary Engineer
Carman
Carman
Conductor.. .
Traffic Representative
Second Cook
Clerk..
Carman
Dispatcher

(Conti, ned i by 8)

...Mechanical Dept.

- ...Western Division
- Western Division

Mechanical Dept.
Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
Western Division
Western Division
-Mechanical Dept.
Western Division

..Mechanical Dept

Mechanical Dept.
Signal Dept.

Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.

..Mechanical Dept.
.. .Eastern Division
. .Mechanical Dept.
...Mechanical Dept.
.Mechanical Dept.

Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.

- Perish. Frt. Svc.

Mechanical Dept.

. Mechanical Dept.
..Mechanical Dept.

Mechanical Dept.
Western Division

-....Mechanical Dept.
... .Western Division
- Western Divisioa

Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.

.......Western Division
... Mechanical Dept.
.. Western Division

Mechanical Dept.
Traffic Dept.

Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
Westerr. Division
Mechanical Dept.

Mechanical Dept.
Eastern Division

.Mechanical Dept.
.San Jose

Oakland
Western Division
Western Division
DC&H Dept.

...Mechanical Dept.
_.Mechanical Dept.

.Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
Eastern Division

_Elko
DC&H Depr.
Western Division
Mechanical Dept.
Eastern Division

7




Iver D. Gregoty.... . . A
Silviano Gurrola.... .

Richard Kinzel, Jr.... ... .. Carman
Rober B. Lambert . -....Carman
Monte J. Latino. . . . Painter
Henry S. Leo P - Machinist

Gail W. Minich
John k. Murphv
Thomas E. Murphy e
Ernest J. Neri - . Carman

Locom~tive Engineer ... ...
Track Laborer . .

,Telegrdpher-Agent o AN}
Conductor . Fustern Div sion
Conductor . . L . . F_stern Division

Western Division
Western Division
..Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
Mechaniral Dept.
Helper Mechanical Dept.
Western Dy sion

Mechanical Dept.

Jake Niceler - e s _.Hostler Helper L ,A - _Mechanical De_pt.
Noel G. Pendergraf! - Conductor . I I Western Divisgon
William B. Polansky . ‘Telegrapher ... . . . . _ R . Western Division

Libardo Sanduval. .
Jack M. Schenk. .
Paul L. Schultze
Dave Skootsky. B
John N. Starr_....... ...
Charles T. Tinsley ... ...
Kenneth R. Van Skike
Marion Velasich..

J. B. Warren.

...Carman...

Clerk

Section Laborer
" Sheet Metal Worker ..

_.Conductor.. .
-..Stationary Englneer

... Eastern Division
_Mechanical Dept.
... Mechanical Dept.
Frt. Claim Dept.
__Western Division
_Mechanical Dept.
Western Division
_.Mechanical Dept.
..Chicago

Alfred G. Woodw " Conductor _.Eastern Division
10-YEAR PINS

Benjamin L. Battles . e Agent . . . .. ... . .. Eastern Division

Ora E. Budd . .. ... .Fireman . Eastern Division

Frank J. Couleman. ...
John W. Cook
Robert A. Crumley.
Edward T. Cuyler.
Jesus Gomez A
William A. Hoxsey. ... ...
Carl O. Hunter
Charles W. Jerauld ....... ...
James Patrick May..
Harry G. Meals.. -
Mildred Nielsen. . _..
Hyrum A. O’Rullian

Machinist
-Carman
Machinist

Carmar.
_Clerk..

Gilford S. Rice R . ....Machinist
Arthur M. Teixeira ... . ....Janitor
Hans O. Uthaug . Laborer

Asst. Chief Mech. Of’ﬂcer
..Brakeman.....

Electrician .
Hostler Helper

Chief Clerk

Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept.
.. Mechanical Dept.
~. ... .......Mechanical Dept.
Helper A .. Mechanical Dept.
B _..Eastern Division
Mechanical Dept.
...Mechanical Dept.
. _Mechanical Dept.
U Mechanical Dept.
Auditor’s Office
. ... .. Mechanical Dept.
Helper C e ..Mechanical Dept.
Mechanical Dept
Mechanical Dept.

GLUGGAG

SOMETHING TO BLOW ABOUT

A Western Pacific Vista - Dome
equipped special train will bring Uni-
versity of Illinois’ high-stepping 180-
piece band to the West Coast for par-
ticipation in the Rose Bowl game on
New Year’s Day.

After arriving in San Francisco on
December 29, the band will parade up
Market Street and then go directly to
Seals’ Stadium for practice before de-
parting for Pasadena and the big game
between their university and the Stan-
ford Indians of Palo Alto.

AN

Mr. J. Mulvihill James was away from
home for a few days. A courteous hotel clerk
handed him a copy of his local paper, and
with amazement he found a notice of his
own death in the obituary column.

He rushed to the phone and made a long-
distance call to his wife, explaining every-
thing.

“Darling,” he said excitedly, “have you
seen the notice of my death in the news-
paper?”

“Yes, sweetheart,” caine the answer,
“where are you callint: fror?"

Santa Fe Magazine.
* * &

Jones: ‘“The Chinese make it an invariable rule

to settle all their debts on New Year’s Day.”

Smith: “So I understand, but don’t forget, the
Chinese don’t have a Christmas the week before!”

CHLETOATS

Twas the night before Christnias
1nd all through the house

Not a creatur. was stirring,

Not even a mous:.

ov can almost hear the tinkle of sleigh bells in the crisp night ar, and

imagine Old Saint Nick, his tiny reindeer and sleigh have just left behind

a big bag of toy trains and other Christmas presents, when you look at this beauti-
ful picture of snow- and icicle-covered Quincy Hotel.

J HE picture was taken just a few miles from W cstern Pacific's main line und
station at Quincy Junction during the winier of 1929-1930, and was loaned
to VlLeerosts by C. L. Droit. s rotary

ML PO~ S 9




“A friend in need is a friend indeed.”
So, I am very glad to send you, via
“express,” the May 1950 issue of your
interesting review (MiLeposTs No. 25,
Page 13, August 1951). 1 can forward
to you this issue because [ am only
interested by those which are speaking
of railway engines, cars, maintenance,
and I regret particularly not to mail
you the 1950 October issue, because
there is an article about Budd cars.

I like very much your railroad, be-
cause the “Feather River Canyon” and
“Spanish Creek Bridge,” and “Cali-
fornia Zephyr’ are exceptional!

With my compliments, please accept
the May 1950 issue, but give me only—
for this time —the names of railroads
publishing the calendars (wall calen-
dars) appearing in August 1951 MiLE-
POSTS issue, page 11 (in the two pixs at
the top of the page). Are you not pub-
lishing also a wall calendar for 19527

If I can be of some service for you
in France, please write to me, and if
friend, or some WP employee is going
to France, or Paris, say to me, to see
him.

Very friendly, but respectively,
Docteur Loui, Desru:
35, Route D¢ Blagnac
Toulouse, France

We certainly thank Dr. Desrus for
returning, all the way from F raunce, the
May 1950 issue of MiLEPOSTS tu help
replensh our exhausted supply of that
issue, and for the kind words he wrote
about Western Pacific. We wrote the

10

Dear fditor:

gentleman wuh regurd w obtuwning
wall calendars from the Missouri Pa-
cific and Monon railroads and we are
certain that any WP employee having
the opportunity to visit in that country
would enjoy a wisit with Dr. Desrus.

Here is a card of remembrance,
With a wish that is always sincere;
May 1ke jov of Christmas be with you,
And linger through all the vew Year.
From an appreciative Australian
r.ader,
H. K. Joues
65 Wardell Rowa
Petershain Nos. W
We sincerely apprecate this beauti-
ful Christmas card from far-off .ius-
tralia. the first we have recewed this
year. Ve know all w P employees will
be a little proud, us are we, w know
that MILEPOSTS hus su muny friends
across the seas. May we take this op-
portunity to extend to Mr. Jones, and
to Dr. Desrus, the very best of Christ-
mas Wishes from the entire Western
Puacific family.
Just received my Mireposrs y o ter-
day. You sure had a very nice wvitcup
on Milepost 163 (October, 1951). I ap-
preciate same very much that you
gave me space in your good little
magazine, to let the boys and all know
just what kind of a fellow I am. The
trainmen will sure throw me off papers
now, and some of the boys are coming
up {rom Stockton pheasant hunring.

MILFEPOSTS

Hope you have good luck if you go out
after a few birds. Sure appreciate your
kindness in sending me the MILEPOSTS.
Would be happy to donate to the book
if you would just let «1e know what
the subscription fee is, or if you would
accept any donations. You received,
through me, quite a lot of praise on the
pictures you sent me that you took.
Everyone said they were fine and the
best they had seen. Hoping to see you
again sometime when you are passing
by. I remain, your friend always,
Ernest “Ernie” Whitlock
Trowbridge, California

Thanks very much for the kind
words, Ernie. It’s nice to know we have
such fine “neighbors” living along the
W Pright-of-way. W e’re only too happy
to send you MiLeposTS and—it’s on the
house.

* v *

I received your several MiLeposTS
and surely enjoyed them. Thank you
kindly. T am sorry I have no small
picture of myself. I started railroading
in 1899 with the Rock Island. Came to
Western Pacific on October 7, 1922, as
roundhouse foreman at Elko. In Feb-
ruary,1927, was transferred to Sacra-
mento as general foreman under M. B.
McPartland. In August, 1936, went to
San Jose as mechanical foreman. In
1937, when they put on three foremen
I transferred to Stockton. In 1942
I transferred to Oakland as foreman
and retired there on June 30, 1946.
During my service with the WP I met
some of the finest men I have ever
known. It was a pleasure to work with
and for them. I will always have a
very warm space in my heart for them
and the WPRR. Wishing them and all
employees the best of good luck and

MILITPOS S

prosperity in all the future years to
come. You may use any portion of this
letter that you wish. With kindest re-
gards to the Western Pacific entire
staff,

Yours respectfully,

Ben D. Bell

224 E. 15th Street

Oakland 6, California

We were very glad to add Mr. Bell’s

name to our mailing list. We had hoped
to secure his picture for our readers,
as we know many of his old time WP
friends would be glad to see it, but they
will be happy to know that he is getting
along fine and still think highly of his
association with WP in the days gone
by.

I want to inform you that I moved
from my old home on Page Street,
where I lived for 31 years, to a new
home at 331 San Fernando Way, Bal-
boa Terrace, San Francisco 27. Please
send the MiLeEpPoSTS to my new address
and thank you for sending it to me in
the past. I enjoy reading it, but do not
find much Marine News in it. How
about my old shipmates, are they all
gone? With best wishes to all WP em-
ployees, I remain,

Yours truly,
Captain B. J. Benson

We all wish Captain Benson many
happy days ahead in his new home and
have corrected our mailing list as he
requested. We will try to improve our
coverage of the Marine Department in
future issues, if they will only send in
the news.

Overheard in our elevator:

‘W P Stenographer: *‘I bought all my Christmas
presents last October.””

Operator Rudy Engel: “But how do you know
in October who your friends will be in December?””

11
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HIGHWAY “BLOCK BUSTERS”

ralf the tragic record of nearly one
million killed on the Nation’s high-
ways during the last half-century has
been written since 1936, as motorized
boxcars have all but usurped the na-
tion’s roads. But, now, iu spite ot this
record, truck operators want to risk
your life still further, and have asked
permission of the Federal Government
to multiply road hazards by transport-
ing munitions on the highways!

The truckers, always angling to pick
and choose high-profit. freight and
leave low-paying bulk commodities to
the railroad . see a chance to make
new profits, with little regards for the
safety of the 15 vehicles which, on the
average, occupy every mile of road.

They also have another motive.
Should there be a World War II1 they
could, as munitions haulers, ask for a
greater share of scarce tires and fuel.

Nearly ¢veryone who drives a car
has had the terrifying experience of
being passed by one of the fast-travel-
ing highway freighters, forced nearly
off the road and left shaken by a blast
of wind. How much greater the terror
if that behemoth carried the warning:
DANGER- MUNITIONS! Tons of it!

A few months ago a truck driver
hired to haul dynamite from Oakland,
California, to Phoenix, Arizona, got a
toothache while passing through Los
Angeles. So, he just parked his high-
way boxcar with its 10-ton load of

The photo below clearly illustrates the terrifying effect of a dynamite laden truck which
blew up in a small mining hamlet near Greensboro. Pennsylvania. Force from the explosion
ripped a hole in the ground 20 feet deep and 50 feet across, and is believed to have killed
one man and senf five other nersons to the hospital. Luckily, no trains were passing on the
adjacent tracks at th - tim  of the explosion. And. think what might have happened had the
explosior occrirred on ore of our already crowded highways!
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dynamite and devarted in search of a
dentist. Luckily, the police noticed the
truck, which also carried 55,000 deto-
nating cups nd, after locating the
driver, sen, him on his way.

B -ports  ppear ar the press almost
daily, telling of some runaway over-
Joaded truck with faulty brakes or
other mechanical defects, crashing into
lines of traffic, buildings, or overturn-
ing on the highway. Certainly, no mo-
torist would want to collide with such
a monster of death loaded with tons of
high explosives.

The American Automobile Associa-
tion, in its annual meeting held at
Kansas City, Missouri, October 25,
adopted a resolution condemning the
hauling of explosives and uther similar
dangerous materials on the highways.

The National Sheriffs’ Association,
on November 12, opposed truck haul-
ing of munitions on the highways when
no national emergency exists.

The Brotherhood of Railroad Train-
men, The Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers. The Order of Railway Con-
ductors all have joined the railroads’
protest acoinst creation of urecessary
highwa, risks by allowing the trucks
to haul explosives on public roads.

Perhaps you're wondering what you
can do about this dangerous practice.
You can inform your neighbors of this
threat to your community, particularly
if you are located on or near highway
routes between arsenal and military
cantonments.

The railroads, as in the past, can
meet efficiently all demands of the
military services for movement of mu-
nitions and do it safely, just as they
have in two world wars, over a pro-
tected right-of-way, under supervi-
sion of the Bureau of Explosives, which
is maintained by the railroads and op-
erates largely as a safety arm of the
Interstate Commerce Commission.

WP REPAIRS OWN ROAD

F. V. Dycus, warehouse foreman at Oakland freight shed, took the picture, left below,
of WP Extra Gang No. 1 at work on Third Street, between Harrison and Alice Streets.
laying 60-foot lengths of 159-pound rail. Supervisor of the gang is W. L. Chapman, foreman,
and the crane operator is Dennis Rickman. Rails were welded together by William Beecher
and Louis Saulacich of the Acme Welding Company.

Railroads must build and maintain their own roadbeds and other facilities without the
use of public funds, which are used to provide the airlines with landing fields and the trucks
with paved roac..

b

“It’s OK—-no trucks coming.”

-m——— = ——_—




“Sh-h-h!” warns Sheila MacRae, as husband Gordon, star of “The Railroad
Hour,” sneaks into the house with a small Christmas tree and his arms full of
packages for their three children, Meredith, 7, Heather, 5, and William Gordon, 3.

Just in time for the holiday season, the MacRaes recently moved into a new

and larger home in the San Fernando Valley near Hollywood.

Gordon and his lovely guest, soprano Lucille Norman, will star in a special
Christmas program on “The Railroad Hour,” Monday, December 24, and a New
Year’s Eve show, Monday, December 31, on the coast-to-coast network of the
National Broadcasting Company.
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Elko

J. F. McErroy, agent at Elko, and Dispatcher
ANDY PiErs, attended the Shrine convention in Reno
last month. They were accompanied by their wives
who visited with friends and relatives.
\ Hanna and JounNy ETCHEBEHERE spent their va-
cation in San Francisco attending football games
and visiting with Kart and Mary Wrace and other
Bay Area friends.

Tom and Mary Crarx spent the Thanksgiving
holidays with friends in Winnemuecca.

Harry BURNER, burro crane operator, is with our
Armed Forces serving in Pusan as an amphibian
mechanic.

Frank Orpram, who has been with an extra gang
as timekeeper during the summer months, has re-
turned to his former position as assistant accountant.

JounNy Murepay has the unique distinction of

. having bagged a black deer during the recent season.
Frank Crawson, who enlisted in the Air Corps a year ago is stationed in
France, and writes that he enjoys a lot of good meals with relatives of JouNNY
ETCHEBEHERE near gay Par-ee.

Harvey NAvYLogr, extra gang timekeeper during summer months is now
general clerk at Warner, and Howarp JENSEN has returned to the Wendover
yard office.

Mrs. Charles Perry, wife of Engineer
PERRY, recently sustained a major op-
eration at the Mayo Brothers Clinic and
has returned to Elko after recuperat-
ing at the ranch home of her daughter
in South Dakota.

DECEMBER COVER

This photo, by Mac
Lefebre, shows a long
Western Pacific freight
heading east on the main
line near Garfield, Utah,
as it passes the beauti-

WESTEER i g
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ful Oquirrh Mountains
shown in the background
covered with a mantle of
fresh white snow.

In winter, as in sum-
mer, WP crews keep the
trains rolling with their
never-ending parade of
passengers and freignt.

Birn Smares, who has been in the
Army Air Corps during the past year,
is now stationed on Labrador.

Dave CHARLEBOIS, third district road-
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master with headquarters at Elko, ea-
joyed several days of his vacation
hunting pheasant and quail near Love-
lock. We've often heard it said that
they who dance must pay the fiddler,
and Dave paid for his full bag of birds
with a painfully infected hand.

Outstanding players on the Elko
High School football team during the
past season were Fidel Vasquez, son
of FRANK VAsqQuEZ of our roundhouse;
Tommy Fox, son of Conductor GLENN
Fox and grandson of retired Conduc-
tor Tom Fox. Presented with an award
for being the most valuable player was
Stanley Switzer, GorpON’S son.

JoE REBORN, J. V. Moa.a Commissary
Co. cook, on one of WP’s extra gangs,
spent two hectic days in Elko recently.
He was incarcerated in Elko’s hoose-
gow two different times on suspicion of
being a convict who had escaped from
the Nevada State Prison at Carson
City, the first time securing his release
through Special Agent EL CARLETON,
the second time being vouched for by
Tom Durry of the J. V. Moan Co.
Feeling the need tor just one teeny-
weeny beer after his second release,
he walked around the corner and
stepped into a bar . . . and the heavy
hand of the law once more fell upon
his shoulder. Two plainclothesmen un-
ceremoniously escorted him back to
jail, where without so much as a pro-
test, he spent the night. Came the dawn
of a new day and right prevailed, even
to finger-printing Joe to prevent a re-
occurrence. The coincidence was, that
Joe and the escaped convict were idea-

tical same height, same weight, same .

color eycs, and same blonde curly
hair. Both are bow-legged and both
have artificial dentures. When last seen
in the office, Joe was still in possession

1

of his sense. o1 humor and still had a
tondness for his graying, biunde curly
hair, refusing to act on the suggestion
that he have his hair dyed!

Congratulations to Tony and ELLEN
PriMEAUX, who have a new 8-pound
boy. The third child—all boys-—he has
been named Charles Lamar; Charles
for different members of Ellen’s family,
including her cousin, Governor Charles
Russell. Lamar is a name identified
with the early days of Tuscarora, and
is on the Primeaux side of the family

With the surrounding snow-covered
mountains, we’rereminded that Christ-
mas will have been here and a New
Year will have come into being before
we write these items again. Much has
been said about the latest decrec: of the
Communists banning all mention of
Santa Claus. To us, that lovable, jolly
old man with the red suit and white
whiskers, is just as real as when we
were small. In recent years we've
come to think of his sleigh floatling
over the housetops with “Rudolph,”
the red-nosed reindeer guiding him on
his way. On Christmas Day, the most
wonderful of all the year’s 365, lot us
give thanks for one of the most beauti-
ful of our American heritages — the
right to believe in Santa Claus. May
he visit each and every one of you with
his Christmas sleigh filled with happi-
ness and cheer and an abundance of
health following throughout the New
Year.

From the poetic pen of Carr Pacini,
with Christmas Greetings to all:
A few days, a few months, another year,

And Christmas time agaen ws near.
To the working men of our own WP

Whether office man, vr just & gandy,
From us, to you, without any juss

The best of all o this Chris.mas.

St rPOos:e
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Oakland

It’s a brighi{ Christmas this y -ar in
the Evans’ household. Sant.. w 1l make
his first trip with a bag full of 1oy~ and
things for Craig, infant son ol Mar-
GARET and ERNIE, born October 5, while
the rest of us were enjoying ourselves
at the Diablo Country Club.

Pere Lunp is beginning to get the
Christmas spirit now that he ix out of
the hospital and back conducting the
Trevarno local, ably assisted by James
MurraY and JoE HELMICK.

Some people are lucky and we are
glad that Joe Hamer, a deserving
young man, has beea appninted to a
newly created position in Los Angeles

-district passenger representative.
He will be suceeedwd at Oakland by
Henry W. Hogsgig, formerly ticket clerk
in our city ticket office.

B, WeLLs, assistant yardmaster,
has just returned from his vacation.
We also heard that DeEe MURRAY,
switchmail, has been fishing at Hat
Creek again. Being very quiet about
the whole thing, maybe Dee didn’t do
so well?

Welconie to the W P fainily KEXNETH
Kimre and Frank YANEZ, bargemeu;
also DoNaLD BERRrY, oiler, mari.e de-
partment.

Santa Claus will have quite a time
keeping up with Captain Ray NiBLocK,
tug Humaconna. He has again been
called into his country’s service and
will soon sail for Tokyo, Yokohama
and other points as I.ieutenant, senior
grade, U.S. Navy. Ray served three
years with the Merchant Marine in
WW-II. Smooth sailing, Loot!

The beaming countenance of EmIL
PENNER can again be seen at Fruitvale.
Welcome back, Emil!
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Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year from everyone to everyon . May
your holiday season be filled with
laugnter and hoppiness. To all the
shut-«ns, we say “May your days be
merry and bright and maey all you.
Christmases be 1+ hite.”

G
Portola

With the tenmdperatuire around --ro,
and snow coverlg our hills, e are
reminded that it is once again Christ-
mas time, calling for our best wishes
to all of you for a most wonderful
)

Holiday Seusor !

¥ v
Los Angeles
Jor HaMurx, 1ormer passengoer traffic
repres <Utative at Oakland, is probably
the happiesc guy in the Western Pacific
family right now. Not only did he
receive the appointment as district

N




passenger representative, effective De~
cember 1, but—and here is the thrilling
part of it—he has been assigned to Los
Angeles in sunny Southern California!
How fortunate can one guy be? And,
to top it off, he rushed out immediately
and bought himself a home in North-
ridge, out in lovely San Fernando
Valley.

Attorneys Dooring and VAN DELLEN
passed through on their way to see
Stanford do what they shouldn’t hadda
oughter to the Trojans!

Another successful Pacific Railway
Club meeting was presided over by
Prexy Miuty MITTELBERG in Los An-
geles on November 29. Of course, he
was ably assisted by General Agent
Wirkens and Traffic Representatives
Cook and Munce, who saw to it that
WP was represented in the proper
fashion.

From the land of the sun-tanned
Santa Claus comes Seasons Greetings
for @ Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to all those who make up
that swell family—the Western Pacific
Railroad!

GHG
San Jose

We learn witu deep regret that Ar-
THUR C. POTTER, retired general agent,
is in the hospital. Art has been in fail-
ing healtk {o» some time, but we sin-
cerely hopi this is only a temporary
sethback and tnat he will be around
again soon.

San Jose's indusirial “skyline’” is
undergoing -ome importan. changes.
Large new warchouses are being con-
structed for the American Cen Com-
pany and Sears-Roebuck Company,
as well as a new plant for the Ameri-
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can Envelope Company, all served by
Western Pacific.

We in the San Jose office, and at San
Jose yard, take this opportunity to
thank all departments, on-line and off -
line, for their codperation during the
past year, and extend heartiest wishes
for a Happy Christmas and Prosperous
New Year to all officers and employees
in our organization.

Stockton

It was indeed gratifying to learn of
the tremendous response to the “Red
Feather Campaign” by our Stockton
terminal force. After years of being
identified as a noncontributing em-
ployees’ group to the Stockton Com-
munity Chest, the WP employees of
Stockton have erased the stigma by
going all out during this campaign by
so generously donating to the tune of
$1,398. This makes the WP force the
largest contributois of the employees’
division in Stockton. Chief Clerk Mc-~
ATEE was justly proud in relating the
above news.

Assistant Chief Clerk LAWRENCE
DaNIELS is enjoying a vacation in Mon-
tana. Hartrie WiLLiams, interchange
clerk, has taken a month’s leave of
absence. Expects to be back after the
first of the year.

Now I wonder what's cooking in
Arizona? Understand Clerk CrarLES
GrinproD and Frances BrAir have
picked that state for their vacations.
Then I learn that StiLEs MARTIN just
returned from there.

District Passenger Agent R. R. Tay-
LOR has returned from an enjoyable
two-week vacation in Texas.

Congratulations to Switchman Don

UTLETOSTS

and Mrs. OBensHA on the birth of their
first child, a son.

They say it is hard to pull stakes and
move to new territory. But we will
have to hand it to Clerk Harry BEATIE.
After 28 years at Stockton yard he has
transferred to Lathrop joint agency.
Harry has purchased a small ranch
and hopes to enjoy his future raising
chickens and a few cattle. Welcome to
our Lathrop office force, Hnrry!

Bee CuaMmeerLAIN, relief PBX oper-
ator, has been on the sicl. list for
several weeks. Our sincere best wishes
for a speedy recovery Bee; we miss
your pleasant “hello.”

In behalf of the Stockton Terminal
force, Freight Office, Traffic Depart-
ment, and Lathrop Joint RR Agency,
a very “Merry Christmas” and a “Pros-
perous New Year” to all!

YUG
New York

All quiet on the Eastern front! Not
a single writeable thing has happened
to us in the past month. We must be
an awfully dull bunch. 1 have asked the
boys to codperate and have babies or
something before another month rolls
by, and they have said they’ll do their
best to be newsy.

In the meantime we all send the fol-
lowing message:

That right Jolly Old Elf is peering
‘round the corner, making all and
sundry conscious of this greatest of
holidays. In our mind’s fancy we see
his sleigh, heavily laden with gifts. We,
here in New York, would like to be-
lieve that included in those stuffed
bags are the following presents, con-
signed to-
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The World—that it gets that peace
which it cannot give.

America—a special helping of the
same.

WP family and the individual fami-
lies within it — continued well-being
and progress.

Each individual reading this — hap-
piness in 1952 and thereafter.

Happy Christmas o all!

Gy

Tidewater Southern

A group of weary vacationers re-
turned to their desks—to rest. A. G.
TiBBETTS, agent at Escalon, spent his
vacation at home engrossed in those
odd jobs we always put off indefinitely.
Modesto Bill Clerk J. L. Rasor’s en-
ergies were also diverted to completing
similar tasks. However, we're certain
those pheasant tags he purchased were
not allowed to go unused!

Holiday vacationers include Agent
G. N. Lyon, Modesto, Agent R. S.
TraoMsoN, Manteca, Chief Clerk O. S.
CORREA, and Engineer F. B. EDGERTON,
who just retirned from a trip to the
Northwest.

There is no holiday in view for our
sectionmen who are replacing three
miles of 56-1b. with 85-1b. steel be-
tween Hatch and Chemurgic, and who
refuse to allow raging winds and rain
to delay their work.

Roadmaster St. Jeor is suffering—
and suffering. Recent winds of near
gale proportiom tore down his televi-
sion aerial. [{’s his favorite recreation,
and he is patiently awaiting better
weather concli,icare for making repairs.

We're glad io see Engineer J. L.
REep and Conductor W. R. DawsonN
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back on their jobs again after an illness
and shoulder injury, respectively .

It was like old times when W. C.
Trr 111 retired ronductor, returned to
the TS for i brict farn wiviny perish-
able season to asaist us when sickness
and ajurie- created a shortage of
crews,

It s with special pleasure we, of
Tidewurer Southern, wish you all a
wvery happy Holiday Season!

Sacramento Shops
Best wishes for Christmas and pros-
perity dureng the New Yeur!
Gay
Wendover
Bos CorviN, roundhouse foreman, is
back on the job after a vacation to
California and Salt Lake City. He was
relieved by W. J. BRADLEY.

Also back on the job after a wonder-
ful vacation in the Northwest are the

Y.

Danx Lees (ye scribe and husband).
The Lees had a wonderful visit with
retired dispatcher, Lot Gresenc, and
hic wife, in Grants Pase. Oregon. They
have ¢ nice place and, naturally, it is
close to good fishing. Lou has his
special rovwn all equipped with his
matcrial for tying flies, and it really
gives you a lift to see someone enjoy-
ing their retirement so wholeheartedly.
The Grebencs send their hellos to all!

Several on the sick list. The son of
Engineer McKeNNA was in the hospital
recovering from injuries received in an
automobile accident. Telegrapher WiL-
r1ams, Wendover, was hospitalized at
Elko for several days, but is back to
work now. Brakeman BurNinGHAM has
just taken his wife home from the
hospital recently where she had a lung
operation. Wi're happy to report that
she is feeling much betir1. T legrapher
McCu. R, Winnemucea, is back to
work after taking a bit of a rest. She
was relieved by GERTRUDE BLAIR.

If one of the telegraphers, or any
employce, at Winnemucca would like
to send notes to me at Wendover I
would be glad to include their copy
with ours. Would also appreciate any
local news items, as the Elko reporter
mentioned last month. If we don’t hear
the news, we can’t get it in print!

We wonder if ANNA BELLE ALBRECHT
is going to give a house-warming when
her house is completed? Maybe if we
push her a little!

Last but mot least by any means,
from every one of us to every one of
you, a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

4av
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Chicago

Brrr. .. feels like we're at the North
Pole! Old man winter blew in on the
‘windy City last »wonth, ubout three
weeks early, le sving us with we inclies
of snow and a low reading of six above.
Understand he caught several local
WP employees unprepared —i. e., no
antifreeze in their radiators. Sno
joke!

Every day now, we hear Frep
SWEENEY, chief rate clerk, talking
about the time when he and his family
will move South. Fred is building a
new home in far South Chicago, which
will be ready for occupancy in the very
near future-—he hopes! Incidentally,
when Fred told us that his furniture
goes back to Louis IV, we told him,
that’s nothing, ours goes back to Mar-
shall Field’s on the 15th!

The preview of the new WP com-
partmentizer car, held at Union Station
on November 20 and 21, was well at-
tended. WP members from out of town
in attendance were: H. E. POULTERER,
vice-president traffic; L. ¥. DeLven-
THAL, transportation inspector; general
agents J. L. Cownpon, Detroit; J. J.
KircH, Omaha; W. M. WORKMAN,
Pittsburgh; and traffic representatives,
G. M. SmrtH, St. Louis; E. A. Heberle,
Cincinnati; R. B. Rircuig, Minneapolis;
and C. R. MatueEny, Milwaukee.

While attending the recent FTM
meeting with Messrs. Roper and Lar-
soN, understand that Boyp “Frasyg”
SeLLs, during off duty hours, really saw
some of Chicago. Ask Boyd!

Have heard that Jerry COFFEY, one
ot our most enthusiastic bowlers, is
doing all right on the Chicago Trans-
portation Club’s alleys this season.
Jack Boquist is also helping his team
hold that top spot.
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Our atteniion ha, been called to a
recent issue of MILEPOs1S, wherein we
mentioned a “Mr. Byrd,” among vari-
ous officiale from Sin Franeisco, hav-
ine visited oue Chicago office. How
thl ervos occdired is a my stery, as we
do not even kaow anons named Byrd,
other than the Admiral and the Senator
rrom Virginia, neither of whom have
called here recently. Since no one in
this office speaks with a Brooklyn ac-
cent the situation becomes even more
confusing, but we do offer our sincere
apologies to Mr. MarsuaLL E. Boyp,
our genial AFTM of San Francisco and
Lafayette, whom we wouldn't inten-
tionally overlook for anything. It was
Boyd who w.s her. not Byrd! (Ep1-
TorR’s Not.. The mystery is solved,
and is too good to be true. We wouldn’t
have printed this retraction but Boyd

Aot Byrd: promised to sue. Some-
how, Boyd’s name was retyped as
BRYD (R mistake) and when set in
type appeared as BYRD, which we
failed to catch when reading proof.
Anyway, we got two “birds”-—or
“boids” if you're from New Yawk—on
one stone, the printer’s stone, that is.)

With the Holiday Seuson drawiny
near, we at Chicago would like to take
this opportunity to sincerely wish
everyone in the Westerr Pacific family
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy

New Year!
Ay

Oroville
We saw retired Engineer Bos CRONIN
of Portola step off the California Zephyr
the other day to visit with old acquaint-
ances here.
Roundhouse Clerk W. B. “BerTie”
Toxe attended the livestock show in
San Francisco recently.
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Congratulations to Paur Duryy, sig-
nal maintainer, and wife, who became
the parents of a baby boy on Novem-
ber 5.

Mrs. Gracie Gaynor, of Stockton,
was in Oroville receuntly visiting her
father, Jor.an E. WinLiavs, retire« =ig-
nal maintainer.

Retired Water Service Maintainer
W. W. McDonALp, of Quincy, called at
the trainmaster’s office a few day+ ago.
He had been visiting a sister in Fresno,
and stopped here to visit his son James
McDonald and family, of Thermalito.

Corporal Lewis C. Clark, son of Con-~
ductor F. B. Crark and wife, is sta-
tioned at Camp Roberts. He has
enrolled in the field communication
leaders course, an infantry training
program conducted by the Tth Ar-
mored Division during the last year.

John Lambros, son of Janitor Sam
LaMBros, has been promoted to rank
of Sergeant while serving with U.S.
Army in Germany. Sam has not been
able to work recently because of ill-
ness, and we hope he will soon be on
the job again.

Mrs. Ed Goff aad infant daughter
visited at the parental home of Train-
master P. F. PRENTISS.

Brakeman Bruce Hintow reports
that his wife is in St. Luke’s Hospital
in San Francisco, having been taken
there Novainber 20 for an emergency
operation.

Some late: vacations. Supervisor of
Telephone and Telegraph J. F. StonE
and wife expect to spend some time in
Southern California. Will hear more
about it when they return. PBX-Ticket
Clerk W. E. Ginter and family have
purchased another car and plans were
to do some traveling. Clerk G. W. Wig-

Yo

cins doing relief whal. 3l was away.

B. S. RumsEy, line gang foreman, is
going around in a pretty new Packard,
and Frep O. Harvey, lineman, has a
new Creviolet.

The Oroville WP Amusctent Club
held a turkey dinner and party at El
Medio Hall on November 9, with about
250 members and thei- families pres-
ent. From all reports the food was good,
as was the music and dancing. The
kitchen committee especially is to be
highly commended for the fine dinner
and the manner in which it was served.
Thanks to Mrs. P. F. Prentiss, wife ol
our trainmaster, for so graciously as-
sisting with the dance music.

Signal Maintainer Errorp L. WaLL
left Oroville recently to take a position
as junior draftsman in the San Fran-
cisco office. EMoryY F1gLpS, signal main-
tainer from Berry Creek, is moving
here in Elford’s place.

Tom Fox, retired conductor, and his
wife, of Salt Lake City spent a week
here visiting their many old friends.

Mrs. Frances Bravock, from San
Francisco, spent several days here
visiting Heren R. SmaArLn, trainmas-
ter’s clerk. Frances formerly worked
as ticket clerk at Oroville, and her late
husband, Frank, was a telegrapher
here.

To all the Western Pacific family, we
at Oroville extend our heartiest best
wishes for a real jolly Christmas and a
prosperous New Year!

Y uw
Sacramento Northern
Well, we have been at 1025 Nine-
teenth Street since October 29, long
enough to know that @ lthough ve've
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bulged the walls somewhet, it's a very
pleasant place to work. We¢ hope the
WP employees have found us to be a
pretty nice group of folks as wi have
found them to be. No one will admit,
even for a news story, that any of our
employees routed themselies to the
old office the first morning aftes the
move.

A new home at 1291 61st Street is
being enjoyed by MoLrLy NEWINGTON,
stenographer, husband Dave, and their
two husky boys.

WINNIE SCHNEIDER. maintenance of
way timekeeper, husband Hank, and
daughter Sharon, are also proud of
their new home at 1512 Wilton Way.

ArT Hurr, Yuba City clerk, on va-
cation, and at the right time for lots of
pheasant and duck hunting.

WMitrorp PAkser, assistant »aluatiom
engineer, on sick leave, and admits to
getting fat and spoiled while conva-
lescing.

Open house was given by the Zienns
on November 18, to Sacramento SN’ers.
Harorp MuLrorp won the surprise door
prize — a redwood plant box — after
Mrs. Mulford and he had surprise-
gifted their hosts with - a redwood
plant box!

All of us who saw him often during
the passenger train days were sad-
dened to hear of the death of Eppie
Owens, retired brakeman.

From our new office and along the
SN line, we extend to each and every
member of the Western Pacific famuly
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Yea'!

v . uie . Junior. here come . the conductor?!”

MALFPOs s
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Keddie

First of all, a special vote of thanks
and appreciation. to Yardmaster Jog
Crinton, and all the other employees
who have made it possible to secure all
the news items for our column this
year.

Conductor Jmv Fox, and his wife,
NEeTTIE, our afternoon clerk and call
girl, spent several days visiting in Sac-
ramento, Chico and redding.

Our first snow, v hich came a little
early, caused quite a bit of damage to
the telegraph wires between West-
wood and Cohala. McDonALD, irom
Westwood, and CHAPMA® | 1rom neddie,
were kept guite busy during the atter-
noon aud night repaiving the dar age.

Gilbert Krause. son of Fireman Jack
Krausk, enlisted in the N:val Al Re-
serve, although he will continue his
senior year at Quincy High School.
Bill Fisher, son of Conductor Cr.ype
FisHER, has also enlisted, in the Army
Air Reserve.

Jack’s other sun, Se¢rgeant Dan
Krause, who recently retu. 1ed home
from Korea badly wounded, wil re-
main in Letterman Gencral tlospital
for quite soine time. In Lpite of hi; in-
juries, he is very cheerful, as are mose
all the boys thete.

Fredrica Ellen Partain was born at
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Stockton to
Mrs. Bonita Partain and the 1ate Frep
E. Parrain, son of Conductor ELmMEr
and Mrs. Parraiv of Keddie. Naturally,
mother and the grandpareuts are very
proud.

Brakewsn and Mes, W. M. Fripe: .
and fansily, recently of Portola, have
moved to K~ddie. We're glad to hav
thi+ny with us.

v

Vacauonisw durilg “voveinber woery
Brakemen Atsmus and Stranan, and
Engi.ceis SmaLy and BasurorDp, v, ho
spent several days in Nubieber doing
some duck and pheasant hunting.
Roundhouse ecmployee CAUGHY was
also away taking life easy.

Points of interest here and there in
Keddie: Therve are at present three
tunnel gangs working out of here  we
have acquired our firs1 snow piow on
the Diesels -— Engiiie No. 564 is now
ready for the winter there has been
a great number ol new WP box cars
rolling through here lately.

Jack BELMONT, fireiuan, of Stockton,
spent Thanksgiving with hila family
visiting their tends in Quincy nd
Keddie.

Operator Chaiti: ¢ FOuDd vacatinoned
in San Fruncisco Lo several days, but
since his return he has been put ou the
inactive list. We hope the ductur goets
you well real soon, Chadley.

Mr. and Mrs. Cy Bates and little
daughter have moved back to Keddie.
We knew ho. couldn’t stay away long.
Recently a signal mateiial stockman in
Sacramento, he has tal.en the midnight
call job.

Ereanor Burrows is back in the
roadmaster’s office, atte: spending six
months at home rec ,vering from an
illness. Jackie Gist relieved on her job
while Eleanor was home.

Mrs. Nelson Jones, wife of Conduc-
tor JoNEs, has been on the sick lList but
has now recovered.

Fireman and Mrs. Lrs BoonNE spent
their vacation in Salt 1.ake City.

Corporal Jack “Hap” Barnhill,
nephew ol Engineer and Mis. Jack
DrCosta, and brother to Bonnie Ler
BARNHILL, typist at general office, ar-
rived howme from Korea after spending
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ten months in actual combai. Having
spent several summers here, evervone
is very happy to hear that Tap is home
safe ard .ound.

Another local boy to come hume
from Korea is the son of Fireman and
Mrs. Lester Boone. He was aboard a
military transport which docked in San
Francisco recently, after having spent
many a month in Korean combat duty.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Bisuor of San Jose
spent the Thanksgiving holidays in
Keddie with her parents, Yardmaster
and Mrs. CHARLEY SELF.

Wilma and CHARLEY MOUNKES’
daughter, and the son of Roadmaster
Dick Mounkes, spent Thanksgiving at
home. Both youngsters are attending
Chico State Colleg

Mrs. Lavina Jane Reddick, wife of
Brakeman E. E. ReEppick, passed away
on November 18 in the Industrial Hos-
pital in Quincy following a stroke, and

w-. all extind our deepect sympathy.
May vour Christmas be a merry one,
and your Neur Year most prosperous!
v
Salt Lake City

Conductor J. 8. Price and wife va-
cationed in Los Angeles during the
Thanksgiving holiday. Stopped at Las
Vegas and lost everything including
the hip.

Fireman Brur Bogue is the proud
father of a new son — all three doing
well. Wonder if Bill will name him
1006!

Letter from retired Conductor Gus
A. SNOWBERGER, who now lives in San
Gabriel. Gus wanted to know if Salt
Liake had been taken off the map be-
cause of no news in MiLeposts. Very

glad to get your newsy letter, Gus—
we'll do better from now on.
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Congratulations to our Company for
having every Fourth District road crew
in Salt Lake for Thanksgivin;-- hope
can repeat for Christmas.

J. C. “Mose” Cavenper has been out
of service for a few trips account hav-
ing spent several days in the hospital
for a check up.

Frank RANDOLPH, retired conductor,
and really an “oldster,” passed through
Salt Lake City recently on his way to
winter in Oroville. He looks extremely
well, and we were very happy to have
seen him.

It seems mighty good to see H. L.
“Surimp”’ McGLOTHLEN back in passen-
ger train service after an absence of
many years. Due to a prolonged illness
it was necessary for him to rake a
leave of absence from his duties as
trainmaster. On his return to service
he took the run as a conductor on the
California Zephyrs, with which job
“Shrimp” is very happy.

Harry GiBson, retired eastern divi-
sion passenger conductor, and our most
enthusiastic train traveler, just re-
turned from a moath’s trip in the East
with Mrs. Gibson.

Here’s a good one for the books.
During the recent Utah deer season,
when there was a dire shortage of train
personnel, Jom CoL1aNs, a Zephyr man,
once again became a conductor on a
certain freight and who do you think
was his brakeman? . .. none other than
Trainmaster LEE MIcHELSON!

We're happy to see BRUNO MARKOW -
SKI, assistant stationmaster, back on
the job after a bout of many months
in St. Mark’s Hospital with a heart
attack.

Understand that A. W. Ray, depot
ticket agent, is home once again after

)
{

many weeks contfinement m St. Mark’s
with a heart attack. Wonder if it’s
“catching” around the Salt Lake Union
Depot?

General Agent, H. R. Couram, and
wife, spent Thanksgiving week-end
in Sacramento. They attended a party
announcing the engagement of Bar-
bara Hubble, of that city, to their
son, RoBerT, who is iv the engineering
department at Sacramento Shops.
Strangely enough, the Hubbles were
old friends of the Coulams when they
lived in Klamath Falls, and Bob had
not seen Barbara from the time they
used to play together as youngsters
until he went to Sacramento a year
ago.

MarJorie Davis, secretary to gen-
eral agent, is en route to Detroit to visit
her brother. Jerry, who is stationed at
Selfridge Air Force Base.

Way~E Pearson, ticket agent at
the Salt Lake Union Depot, is out of
a wheel chair, off crutchei. and back
on his feet at work after letting a
trailer drop on his foot, breaking scv-
eral bones.

Salt Lake City extends Holiday
Greetings for happinessand yood health
to all our fellow employees from Culi-
fornia to New: York.

¥y

Sacramento

Welcome Larry CONTRI, power co-
ordinator; hope you enjoy working in
our office!

Welcome back EiLeen Frost, trans-
portation clerk, reiurned from leave of
absence!

Ticket Seller E. E. Scorr returned
from an exciting vacation traveling via
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California Zephyr to Chic go. then to
Niagara Falls, Buffalo, Boston, New
York, Washington D. C., Jacksonville
and Orlando, Florida. While at Or-
lando, Scotty travelled 1,000 wiles by
car to various poinis of interest there.
As soon as his movie camera prints are
ready, he has p.oraised to reel them
off for us. While away. Scotty was re-
lieved by Crirr Scuuerz, relief cleik.

While Chie{ Dispatcher, Ep HirLIER,
was in general office working on the
new timetable, he was relieved by As-
sistant Chief, GEorce HaArRLAND, whose
position was taken over by Assistant
Chief, BrLr. WHEELER.

Do you have a “Personal Shopper”
in your office? Well, we have —none
other than smiling, huppy AcNES ORR,
comptometer operator. She is always
happy to make purchases or pick up
packages for others.

A letter received in the office of
Assistant Roadmaster Howarp BReEcCHT,
from a Mexican National who had re-
turned to Mexico, requested his dis-
charge check for three days work be
sent to him at his address there. Quote:
“I was working in the little village of
Rive, and the name of the section was
Peet.” Investigation developed that the
gent'eman had worked at PIT RIVER!

Wouldn’t it be funny to see—

Dax Irwin, chief clerk, without a
'phone to each ear. AcNes WELCH, sec-
retary to assistant superintendent, ar-
riving at the office on her horse “Har-
mony”’ instead of driving up in her
Buick sedan. MaxiNe Na1ssrrT, trans-
portation clerk (accidents), coming to
work with her twins, Eric and Val (2
years old) and their little brother,
Marce (1 year old). MARIAN SELDERS.
PBX operator, with idle hands —no
incoming or outgoing calls. L.AVERNE

MOIT Fiter~ i~

WiLLiams, file clerk, with no files to
match. Oreca OuseN, discharge check
clerk, walking leisurely down the hall.
KENNY WILLIAMS, assistant T&E time-
keeper, without his pleasant smile.
GORDON SWITZER, assistant division
engineer, not jingling silver dollars.
Birr Yeaw, division accountant, with-
out his moustache, and last but not
least, EArrL BrownN, assistant account-
ant, crowned with a “Peruke.”

Recently, one of the carloading firms
requested models of a flat and box car,
but because of such short notice given
to us we were having difficulty in ob-
taining such models. Then, Do~ Ricu-
MOND, assistant T&E timekeeper, came
to our rescue and on his own initiative
purchased the necessary kits and as-
sembled the cars over a week-end. We
know the Company is grateful to Don
and appreciates his efforts.

We offer our sincere sympathy to
Night Chief Dispatcher WarLTER S.
GraHAM, in the passing away on No-
vember 3, of his son Bud Erickson.

Birthday Greetings to Superintend-
ent GLEN W. Curtis on December 4.

Thought for the Day: “People don’t
find Happiness—they create it!”

M - istletoe H—appy
o oariches A —nd
R vomns P—leasant
R —ound P—astimes
Yooou Y-—ield
o heory N ccturnal
H arth E- estacies
R ays W hile
I meite
S ueh Y wulevide
T  ender I nds
M cmorics A aud
A ad R -olls along.
Nl
Sy sE

Sacramento Store
We are sorry to report that the
weather has not been at all pleasant,
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Pictiied above is “Mik . Great Dane
brindle owneu by Martir Coughlin, section
stockman at Western Pacitic’s Sacramento
store. '

Miko was a reserve wuaner at the Vallejo
show this year at the aje o: thirteen months.
He stands 34 inches high at the shoulder and
weighs 140 pounds, and is from the Llantwit
Kennels of Sacramento.

in fact, not even good enough for E.ac
Boks to do a little pheasant hunting
while spending his vacation at home.

Harry and Mrs. MEesser returned
home recently after traveling over
seven thousand miles in their journey
through sixtecn states. Harry says that
all of the crazy drivers are not in Sac-
ramento, as he ran mwo (not lierally)
some dillies in Spokane and in a num-
ber of the smaller tow.s. in the Middle
West.

We arc surry w repori that EvELyw
RicHARDSON hasx beeu off from work
due to an infected foot.

Georcra Cuinpaur and family ae
now domicileu in their new home at
6225 Broadway.

In a recent .csue of NiLLrosTs we
wrote of the troubles that beset B. L.
GREEN, when he was  wtending the
diesel school at [+ Granee, Illin six. ond
had not heard uu.. he ceturned to his
home. His verst i, told to us at our
anrual Thanks: 1+ ¢ paity held by the

g
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Railway Clerks, Local 266, was: He
wired his brother, who lives in Sacra-
mento, for money, which was duly
sent to Chicago. However, B. L. had to
go back to La Grange to be identified
before anyone would cash the check!
Having no pass, he did run into diffi-
culties on the train, but all in all, he
arrived back home in time to report
back to work on the designated day.
Moral: Always carry two sets of
identification papers — also Travelers
Cheques.

We hope all our fellow employees
have a most wonderful Christmas and
New Year Holiday!

Qakland Terminal

MaRR Dunrunsm, car clerk, and his
sportsman’s group gav. a frog dinner
recently which turned out to be a huge
success. Several OT employees and
their wives attended.

F. StaBrer has been assigned from
relief to regular car inspector. Good
luck, Freddie, glad to have you with us
regularly!

Car Clerk J. E. Cooprer has been
having considerable trouble with his
left eye and has now been told by his
doctor that his tonsils must come out.
Tough luck, Jimmy, but we hope it
will clear up your eye trouble.

J. K. McCrackeN, switchman, has
just returned from the hospital after
suffering a painful operation and a
three-week layoff.

Superintendent B. L. L.nvLeEy and
Trainmaster P. T. McNaiLy extend to
all OT employees the best of luck and
prosperity for the coming New Year!

A wvery Merry Christmas and a
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Happy New Year to all our friends vt
Western Pacijic!

R
San Francisco

WaLTErR BRUNBERG, former assistant
dining car superintendent, reports that
FLorENCE SutToN, of that department,
is now better known as WP’s Esther
Williams, because of her having been
promoted to the head of the class
where she has been taking swimming
lessons.

The best of luck to Tony PALLADINO,
head file clerk, and Lorin OcBurn, file
clerk, on their enlistment in the United
States Air Force. They, along with
ErniE DESotra, auditor of revenues
department, who also gets our best
wishes, will receive training at the
Lockland Army Air Base at San An-
tonio, Texas.

When Corporal Jack “Hap” Barnhill
arrived at Treasure Island from com-
bat duty with the U. S. Marines in
Korea, he was greeted by his sister,
Bonnie Leg, auditor of revenues de-
partment, and mother, Mrs. Raclel
Barnhill, who carried a huge sign read-
ing “Hap Barnhill,” so h¢ could find
them in the jostling crowd.

JOHN SANDSTROM, chief clerk, auditor
of revenues department, and wife,
Betty, are the proud parents of a sec-
ond daughter, Joan Ellen, born De-
cember 2. A 7 pound, 5 ounce girl.

Lyman LANDRUTH, draftsman, is once
more at his desk, looking fitter than a
fiddle and full of vim and vigor, after
being away for nearly a year on ac-
count of sickness. Lyman spent five
months in the Veterans Hospital in
San Francisco and four months in the
Veterans’ Hospital at Hay ward. We are

MILKPOSIS

all pleased to sce his smiling face again
and hope he w1l continue to improy.

Cart GERMANN engineering depart-
ment assistant chiet clerk, has just
completed 12 lithographs, beautifully
framed in mahogany, each depicting a
locomotive of American design, the
work of early pioneers. No two are
alike and they are a delight to behold.
Carl has also rccently completed a
three weeks’ exhibit of 100 pictures of
ox teams and covered wagon trains, on
College Avenue in Oakland. These are
all in vld walnut frames. This histori-
cal exhibitor is at present working on
his stage coaches Wells Fargo, St.
Gothard Post (Swiss Alps) and many
others, to be shown in a winter’s cx-
hibit soon.

ANNE MALFA, wansportation depart-
ment, was among the many hundreds
who boarded one of WP’s two football

Little “Rick” Carlson, three-year-uld son of Bridge
Engineer Artnur and Mrs. Grace Carlson, tries oul
a new ‘‘bike” in the back yard or their new home
at San Ma.eo. His dad has been with W P’s en-
gineering department siice Decor.ber 18, 1937




¥.

Two-year-old Jooy Marie Carlson turned o her
best birthda;, *mile October 1, 1451, for I = mther,
Mrs. Ethel Carlsor, stenographe -cletk in the office
of superintendent or transportation.

Her mother joined W P in February of r.is y.ar,
after 874 years with the SP at Stockton and Oak-
land Pier.

specials en route to Stockton to attend
the USF-COP football game Novem-
ber 17.

While Kay Fiscok, statistical bureau,
stopped in Grand Junction, Colorado,
on vacation to Omaha, she met Mar-
veL Levy, industrial department, who
was en route to New York.

Congratulations to LELA CARBONELL,
traffic, on her marriage in Yuma, Ari-
zona, November 3, to Earl Paul of the
U.S. Navy.

Er1zaBers WOOLSEY, passenger ac-
counts, says the fish were sure running
at Franks Tract (wherever that is)
and she and her party had a good
catch of 8 and 10-pound bass to prove
it.

KarueriNe MEeans, formerly of trans-

A

portation, stopped in to visit while on
a trip from her home in Seatil~. We
particularly liked that “Mary Martin”
haircut!

From the entire staff at San Fran-
cisco to all WP employees, wherever
they may be, go the best wishes for a
very Merry Christmas and a most
prosperous New Year!

FEY
School on Wheels

On October 23, Miss Wilkinson's second grade
class of the Cherryland School, Hayward, gathered
at the Oakland Pier for a conducted tour through
Western Pacific’s California Zephyr, accompanied
by Colin Eldridge, assistant to Henry Stapp, and
Arthur Lloyd, public relations representative.

A crayon drawing of the famous train and letter
expressing their appreciation for the tour, received
by the Public Relations Department, is shown on

the opposite page. —

Ve

CHRISTMAS — a widely observed
holiday on which the past nor the
future is of so much interest as the
present!
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Santa C/aua &ecia/

Bv Frank T. Westmeyer, District Manager, Association of American Railroads, Seattle, Washington

The caller heard it jingle.
So he grabbed liis telephone.
*T'll have a 1.ain of 80 cars,”
He heard the YM drone.

ST b . The Erain ol midnight
And it’s pretty classa frotald .

Sa call o crew to leave on it
For thic train can’t be late.’

The caller checked the ronter
("Twas Necember twentv-four);

The gry first vut was Srnta Claus.
Same as the year bef re

Well heoe yowuo *o da i ipaaht,
T he colted told old CF s,

SNG et your dwds @ivd hae oo,
D't hesital, ur pouse ”

Sharp on the stroke of midniglt
e eased out toward the main
With 0 cars of fancy freight
A truly special train.

He wateh A4t 0 pavs os fhew voiled hy
Frow the engan. fa tne hoel |

T he v sqwaing abowrd, tite satis fred
Thear'll all stay o the teack,

He checked through 80 waybills
With increasing jubilation
As he noted each car’s coitents

Fuot each sepai-te destination.

Ther Santa wrol *he whecd 1opori
A whew 1 v cumioletde .

He glowed 7] satisfaciion
oy ] thougl Wl hevd to bt

T L e R S
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There were ice skates and toboggans,
Wooden blocks and books and crayons;
There were bicycles and tricycles
And fine electric trains,

There were wagons, horns and whistles,
Balloons and teddy bears,

Paper dolls and magic tricks,
And children-. rocking chuaurs,

There were cookies, there was popcorn,
Theie were oranges, round and sweet;
There was one tank car of cider,
And other things to ea*

A1 each hawdet. Lown o1 o llaye,
NMawta juwmeped dowse frone The licicl
Aid loaded many things
Into a sack wpon his hack.

Quickly made the round of chimneys,
Filled “ie stockings, trimmed a tree;
He didn’t waste a minute,
He worked sc rapidly.

T'hus Te peddlsd all the townage,
Dre.ping empties on the wauy

And setting out the st cas
With the dawn of o new dey.

There he was at flawn of Christmas
‘W ith an enzine and a hack,

So wearily he w d
And promptly doubled back.

ITe laid ofi when he o o,

Bu* b swid he’d weaa ko gy achen
He ! be sure to be fiesh out adaii
Aboit o year from i n
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