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Feather River Rail Society 
(ZWPLIVES I 

Preserving "The Feather River Roule" 

The FRRS, a tax e xempt public 
benefit California Corporation, 
is the HISTORICAL SOCIETY for 
the WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 
and operates the PORTOLA RAIL­
ROAD MUSEUM in Portola, Calif. 

•••••••••••• 
Our Mai ling address is ....... . 
FRRS POST OFFICE BOX 8 PORTOLA CALIF 96122 

•••••••••••• 
Our i nformation phone number is ......... . 
916-832-4131 or call 916-832-4737 

•••••••••••• 

I 
member ~ 

TRAIN 
t 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS I 
Norman Holmes 
tJohn Marvin 
Wayne Monger 
John J Ryc zkowsk i 
John Walker 

I ourist Ba ilway ,ASSOCiation llic . Dave McClain 
Jim Ley 

Associate 
Active 
Family 

• ••••••••••• 
(non voting) 
(voting) 

I 
I 

"THE TRAIN SHEET" 
Shan non Smith and 
Ro bin Smit h. 

is edited by 
assisted by . Life 

Dues are 

Membership 
Membership 
Membership 
Membership 

paid for 12 

( 1 vote ) 
(voting) 

$15.00 yearly 
$25.00 yearly I 
$30.00 yearly 
$300.00 

months from time of r eceiPl 

Ar t i cles/I nfo please write to 
Shann o n Smi th, c/o THE TRAIN 
SHEET , P.O. Box 8, Portola, CA 
96122 . 

~*** ~************* ** 

The Feather River Rail Society 
is not sup ported by, nor af -
ti I i ated in any way. with the 
We stern Pac ific' Railroad ..... . 

**** ********** ****** 

FRRS TAX ID NUMBER IS 68-0002774 

THE TFa4 I 1\1 SHEET 
Volume 1\10. 6 No. 3 Issue 31 

9 00 I s sues Printed 

MEMBERS HIP DU ES SCHEDULE FOR 19 88 

Your Board of Direc tors has voted 
in a three-t ier dues schedule 
effec tive January 1. 1988. Here 
is th e descr iption of the th r ee 
members hip levels: 

LEVEL #1 AS SOCIAT E MEMBERSHIP 
$15 . 00 per year. The Ass oci ate 
Me mbership includes a one - year 
subsc ription to TRAIN SHEET. 
This is a NON - VOTING member­
ship. It is for indi v iduals 
that want to support the FRRS / 
Porto la Railr o ad Museum. and 
yet DON'T plan to do any work 
aro und the museum du ri ng any 
vis its. 

LEVEL # 2 ACT 1 VE MEMBER SH I P I 
$ 2 5.00 per year. The Active 
Membership includes a one -year I 
subscription to THE TRAIN SHEET 
and is worth ONE ( 1) vote in 
any FRRS elections. 

LEVEL #3 FAMILY 
$30.00 per y ear. 
Membership includes 
one - year subscription 
TRAIN SHEET. and is 
(1) vote ONLY in any 

MEMBERSHI P 
Fam 11 y 
sin gle 

The 

lections. 

a 
to THE 

worth 
FRRS 

one 
e -

I 
I 
I 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

June 18th is the date of our a n - I 
nual member s hip meeting. It wil l 
be h e ld in our mu s eum ' s Mike Fl a n - I 
ne ry room at 8~OO P .M. Various d e­
partment heads will give progress 
reports, o u r new Board of Direc- I 
tors will b e introduced and any 
business that members wish t o 
bring up c a n be acted upon. A 
s lide or movie program will f ol - I 
low. Prior to th e membership me et ­
ing we will h a ve a catere d SBQ 
dinner at the mu s eum. Beef, beans, I 
salad and bread will b e the menu. 
This will be a vailable to a nyo n e 
at a cos t of $7 . 5 0 per person . Th e I 
dinner will b e served fr o m 6 to 7 
P.M. Please make advanc e re s erva­
tion s by June 12 th . 

I 
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CORRECTION FOR MEMB ERSHIP DUES 

~ It is not necessary to be an ac­
tive member to do work or partic ­

. ipate in operation s at the museum. I Active membership does n ot auto-
matically provide workman's com­

. pf?nSi:\ t ion i nsut' ance, in fac t, th :i. s; 

I i nsurance is not avail a ble to vol­
unteer organizations. An accident 
i n s urance policy is available to 

I me mbers who wish to sign up for 
same at an annual cost of $7.50 
each. It covers minor injuries up 
to $2,500 and will pay $25,000 for 

I lo '::;s of li 'fE~, si~3 ht ell" limb. This 
policy will b e renewed in July so 
anyone who wi s hes to have this 

I cove r age is requested to a s k Norm 
Holmes for an application. 
Th e on ly a d vantage to havin g the 
$25 Active membership is that I have a vote for the Board of 
rec tors and any Society bus iness 
brought up at the ann u al meeting. 

you 
Di -" 

I Al so , as most of our members are 
a~;Jc:\l"f.?, \l'J E? have gcmE:? to ~3 "dat E? y ou 
j 0 i ned" ann i vet"~;at'y da te o·f YOl.1I" 

I !30c i £:?t y ... m~':?ml:Je~:Sh i p. YOLW dc\ te is 
o n the r t'a]. n ' Sheet 1. abf.? 1 and you 
wi ll be billed for renewal before 

I t:hc\ t 
man, 

I 

da te· by our 
Joe Way . 

mE~mber'ship 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 

chai l"-

I The terms of John Rycz kowski , Dave 
McCl ai n a nd Jim Ley expire a t the 
June meeting_ We r e ceived four ap-

I plicat ion s from member s to serve 
on the Board~ Jim Ley, Shannon 
Smith, Hank Stiles and Gordon Wol -

I leson. John Ma rvin h as decided to 
resign from the Board due to other 
r esponsibilities which prevent him 
from be in g able to full y partici-

I pate in mu seum activities. Th e re ­
fore, an election b a ll o t wa s not 
reguired as" we h ave four people 

I for the f our vacancies . We wish to 
th a nk John Ryczkowski, Dave 
Mc Clai n and John Marvin for th ei r 
past services a nd look forward to I the new Board to guide our Societ y 
through the next year . 

I 

F' d~::J E,' :[ 

Editors corner b y Shannon Smith 

Hi fellow memb ers, 

As we start the second half of 
1988 and my sec ond Train Sheet 
I wo uld like t o share a couple 
of thoughts that I have with you. 
By now I am s ure that you hav e 
some comme nts on my first issue 
of the Train She~t and I am 
a lways ready to listen to them. 
I think as the editor and a 
memb e r th a t I should make my 
feelings known . Please remember 
that my comments do not reflec t 
the views or policies of the 
Feather River Rail SOCiety in 
'::'Iny wa y_ 
First l e t me say that I 
proud me mber of FRRS and I 
to do what I can to see 
museum progresses forward and 

am a 
intend 

this 

b e the best operation in the west. 
In the pas t few months I have 
attended several board meetin gs 
a nd I don ' t think that four hour 
board mettings are n ecessa ry. 
Howe ve r th ere a r e ma ny things to 
be done a nd i f these meetings 
can be run under Roberts Rules 
of Order more can be accomplished 
in a shorter time. I think Norm 
i s doing doubl e duty as President 
and General Man ager . And I do 
beleive tha t in the near future 
that maybe these positions should 
be Sf2pi:\I"a tecL I cd s o be I i eve that 
i f you are going to run for th e 
Board of Director s that you should 
be at the meetings every month. 
If you can n o t attend on a reg ul ar 
b as is don ' t run for the board. 
One of the other real concern s 
that I have i s th e constant 
purc hasing of u sed eguipment that 
I don 't r eal l y think we need. 
If ~;J f'? Wf? I"'E~ all . able to \l'JOd:: on 
a piece of eguipment for eight 
hours a d ay fiv e days a week it 
would probably take u s ten years 
to 9 f2 t e verything running or our 
freight cars up to AAR standards. 
We nee d to concentrate on wha t 
we have and STOP BUYING MORE. 
I feel that if we pull together 
and work on what we have we wil l 
enjoy our museum more. 
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PRES IDENT 'S DESK b y Norman Holmes 

On May 9th Barbara and I r e turned 
f l"Clm a f :i, ve lo'Je E?k tt"ip t r.:.~1 Fiji, !\Iew 
Zealand and Au s tralia to celebrate 
our 40th wedding anniversary. We 
vIs it ed most of the regular tour­
ist s ites and a numb er of railway 
museums. It was interesting to s ee 
how other countri es a nd organiza­
tions treat and operate their rail 
way mu seums . Most museums were not 
too different th a n those in our 
cQuntry with a fe w member s doing 
mos t of the work as i n this coun ­
try. A number of organizati ons in 
Ne w Zea land and Australia have 
locomotives and cars that are 
maintained in a sa ti s f ac tory con­
dition to a llow their operation on 
the <':IOv £:! I"'rlment oWled I"ai lways. In-
9uiries about arra nging special 
train operations i n the event of 
a group vi s it were general l y very 
receptive. Steam was, of course , 
the main attraction with diesel 
preservation now just coming into 
b E? :i.n~j. 

Wh i l e i n Ne w Zealand we had the 
opportunity to meet the seven FRRS 
members living there. Most have 
Ameri c a n HO gaugE mod e l railroad 
layout s , whi c h we v i sited . Richard 
/"!DI"~:Jcin ~;hoi",ecl u~; i::\ I-'ound the t'ai 1-
ways in Auckland then Milne Colli s 
and his wife took us on a week ­
Ions tou r of t h e North Isl a nd a r ­
rangi ng seve ral special showings 
of railway mu seum eg u ip ment. We 
also h ad the dPportunit y to meet 
with officials of th e NZ Ra i l ways 
an d r ece i ved an in trod uction at a 
rededication of a New Zea land Rail ­
ways steam locomotive event. 
Tourism i s a very important indus­
try to the countri es we visited . 
Because of the lower va lue of the 
US doll ar , fcireig n visitors are 
comin g to America in g0ea ter num­
b ers . We s hould do everythi ng we 
can to make our r a ilroad museums 
an attractive plac e to vis it . 

In a recent iss ue of the GAZETTE? 
news letter from Orange Emp ire 
Ra ilway Museum, they wrote about 
thei r two heavy-weight Rio Grande 
bagsage cars. The interesting fac t 
was that one car , D&RGW #743 was 
once WP #804. When the WP started 

pass€:! n!,3 e l" sie t'vice in Augus t, 1.'7>1.0, 
a ll passenger e9 upme nt was leased 
fro m the D&RG. It was lettered and 
numbered for WP. No. 804 wa s a 
baogage- buffet - library -car and op ­
erated in passenger servi ce until 
AF) I" ii, 1. 9 1. 1. Th E? c: a I" \I~ as 1"'(::' t LlI"n ed 
to D&RG and us e d in 
configuration until 
was co~verted to a 
C2U". 

it s 
1. (120 

-full 

a I" i ~,3 i n i,,'t 1 
~o.Jh f"' n it 

b a']<'=F'9€? 

{Uso not e d in th e GAZETTE was an 
announcemen t that 
ceived SP # 3 100, a 
brings the numb e r 
preserved t o five. 

DEPOT PFmm:U::Ss 

they 
GE 
of 

hav e 
U25BE. 

GE 

I"'E"--

Thi s 
U:::: ~.sB . s 

The Union Pacific ha s ext e nd e d the 
property lease with the Cit y of 
Portola for an additional fift y 
years . This will enable us to ap ­
ply for fund~ng for our replica WP 
d epo t building. The building per­
mit ha s been app lied for and a 

qround breaking ceremony has 
~enati vely sch e duled for Jun e 
1988 . We have some money on 

beE?n 
1. El, 

h<:~ n c! 

bu.t to do th e i niti al ground work, 
much - muc h - muc h mo re will be n eeded 

i!TIp ClI" t eln t 
cd scltr.e '-­

lo'H'itil"1 !] .. 

to complete this mos t 
project. We are in need 
one to help us in grant 
Gordon Wolleson has agreed 
I I F' I" o j ec t 1'1 <:11''', i::\ t~ ('2 1""" II 

to b E~ 

The Guatemala Trip 
fund raiser i s goi ng great. Me m­
bers returning the ticket stub s a­
long with the $2 each has b een 
8ClOd, with a number of members re-
9uestins additiona l tickets. We 
have a supply of tickets availabl e 
by mail or at our Gift Shop for 
anyone wishing tCl donate to thi s 
worthy cause. The tr ip is being 
provided free by Chris Skow 
through his Train s Unlimited tra­
vel se rvice and all profits will 
go to our depot construction fund . 
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I AROUND THE MUSEUM b y 1\lor'man 1"'IDImes 

'Clean - up of the La Portola tar 

IPits continues with the contractor 
working six days a week to remove 
the old oil. Hap and Jim Ley have 

I
been assisting the contractor in 
any way thf:?y can~ in 1'~etul'~n \0'18 

h a ve received all the old fencing 
material and most of the ties that 

I ~ere used , for f~nce posts. , 
Ga ry CousIn, JIm Ley, Hap ManIt, 
Ken Roller, Hank Stiles and others 

I h a ve been cleaning up the d~esel 
s hop area. It seems thIS 1S a 
n e ver ending job as items arrive 
and n e ed to be put away for future I us~? Tom Moot~e has been wOI'~k i n(,:] to 
c omplete our three-phase power in­
stallation. Tom got a donation of 

I L~ OO fe,,?t of :3/0 wi t'e. a c i I"CU i t 
b reaker a nd other items needed 
fr om his employers s upplier s , thus 

I 
ke eping OLH' costs to a minimum . 
Three - phase power will enable us 
to operate our air compressor and 
welder s that need this type of I powel". Othet~ wcwk at tr'le mu s eum 
i ncludes John Walker on SN 5005 
hopper cars; Ken Roller on track 

I ~~ol" k; C:3~? ot' !:l e Com£:?I" a nd Fi a y Tuc ket' 
cl e aning the restrooms ;Hank StIles 
a nd Gord o n Wolleson on the roll - up 

I 
d 00 1"~:5 ~ Di::\ ve 1"le C 1 (:\ i n an d L,a t' I"y 
Ha nlon s tarting and c hecking the 
608 ,707, 8 48,92 1D , and 2001; Larry 
Co pe on the 105; John Walker, Hank 

I S ti le ~:; and r::: F:!n r-;:oll e l'" sandin~:] and 
pa inting the v ista flats; Dan Ro ­
b i rd s working on the brake s ystem 

I of t he 501; Doug Jen s en preparing 
t he 2001 fer paint; Bruce Cooper 
f i x ing an air l e ak on the 921D; 

I 
a nd Wayne Monger, John Walker and 
Ma tt Parker installed crossing 
"buc k tJoat~ds" on OLW tht't=?e dit~t 
road cros sin g s. Ha p Manit arranged 

I for a local dump truck to clean up 
t he debri s in the propos ed picnic 
area. The Portola Soroptimist Club 

I 
has bought some metal BBQ units to 
be in s t a ll e d a s ' soon as the area 
has been graded, etc. 

I 
Br u c e Cooper built a storage cab ­
inet and d es k unit which was 
pl e:'tced in thE~ old movie I"oom. This 
wi ll become an operations and 

I 

Fa~J E' 5 

maintenance office. Our collection 
of maintenance a nd parts book s 
have been placed in the cabinet . A 
clip board rack is over the desk 
and a clip board provided for eac h 
locomotive so that records may be 
kept available. We thank Bruce for 
a fine job. 

We are sorry to have to report the 
passing of member Cal Dorithy. 

L.A!:)T MEET I I\IG 

Our April social meeting attracted 
two dozen members who heard a pro­
gress report by Ha p Manit and saw 
several video tapes brought up b y 
Kent St e phens. 

EQUIPMENT ARRIVALS 

UP #29954, a 5 2 foot gondola car 
arrived in early April with parts 
for four drop tables . The car and 
its contents were donated to us b y 
the Promontory Ch a pt e r of NRH S . 
Th e UP mov e d th e car from Salt 
Lake City t o Portola without 
charg e . We plan to install one of 
the table s on Rip 2 to make c h ang­
ing of locomotive axels and trac-
tion motors e as ier. 
the generosity of 
Chapter and UPRR. 

We 
thf.? 

HEADLINES AND DEADLINES 

appreciate 
Promontory 

If you have any photos or 
articles for the up comming 
TRAIN SHEET, the deadline for 
them is July 17, 1988. You can 
mail them to me at the Portola 
address or if you are at the 
museum you can give them to me 
in person. Thanks 
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Union F'aci+ic Bunk 905E!84 

Sitting on Track 5 at the Portola 
nailroad Museum are two examples 
of Union Pacific Maintenance- of -
Way outfit cars, which were 
donated to the FRRS in 1985. One 
of the cal"s, tt-'Ie UF' 907::::'4-4, is the 
living 9uarters for our on-site 
c:al"etaket' and "Yar' dmas t~?I" " Jim 
Ley. The other car, the UP 9058E!4 
has been undergoing a slow 
(very slow) restoration by many 
members 0+ the FRR5 over the past 
YE.'a l··' and a h cdf. r- =- inally, thi::\nks 
to the efforts of such people as 
Wayne Monger, Steve Milward, John 
Wa:l. k e t' , F, i c k Me t' 1£;) , Vic kif::: 1" 0 is, 
c,nd Hc\p I"lan i t , th:i "s cal" ha~5 been 
returned to working order as a 
s h owe r/bunk / loung e car for the 
hard working members from out of 
the area. Much ~ore work needs to 
be don e to both the interior and 
exterior of this car to return it 
to top condition, but at least we 
n DVoJ have somep 1 ae: (~ f 0 t' ou I'" "I,I·J€~E~ k _ .. 
F:.' nd wat' I""' i ot' S II to take a sho\"el" 
after s pending a hot and grimy 
day working around th e museum. 
80th th e 9 07344 and the 905884 

as 
Pacif ic 's A-50- 12 

me mbers of , Union 
«(:)u tomob Ie 

b o:-:ca l"' 50,000 pound s capacity­
des ign #12) 50-foot Automobile 
box c ar flee t. These ca rs were built 
in th e UP 's car s hDps in Omaha, 
l\Iet:lI"'as ka elLw i n ~'=1 1930"'-1 t.:n; 1. ' Man y 
of the A-50 - 12's were cDnvert e d 
to s tandard 8 - 50-20 or 8 - 50-26 
boxcars during a rebuilding 
fJ I"og t'am in 1 (1)40 an d :I. 941. DL.lt' i n 9 
1950 to 1955 , a vas t number of 
the re ma ining A-50-12 ' s, plus 
the rebuilt 8 -5Q-20 ' s and 
8-50-26'5 we re converted b y UP 
f or work train s ervice. There 
were various interior configura­
ti on s built into these f ormer 
a utomible boxc a r s, and our cars 
1"efIE!ct just tv-m o ·f thf?se. The 
907344 was built to be a gan g 
forman's car and living 9uarters. 
It has one large room that doubles 
as offi ce s pace and kite:hen area, 
with a small room at eac h end of 

I"~ ' ,::( (J (.:~ i·l· 

the car for the shower and th e 
bedroom. The 905884 h as the 
confi guration of a 6 man bunk 
cat' . Th e in t f? 1-' i 0 t' divided is int o 
three e9ua l spaces, on e end being 
the shower and locker room, th e 
center being the small kitch e n 
and lounge area, an d ~he 

E'nd beif1~.l the tH~dl" clOm" In 
ing the car to this use, 
kept this configura tion, 

oth e l" 
I""'l'~S t 01""' -­

hav.? we 

best serves our purposes. 
Work on fi x ing the 905884 
during the summer of 1986 

as it 

Wa y ne Monger stripped most 

began 
\"lh en 

of 
the interior ou t of the 

Thc.d; leaving mostly bare walls. 
~Jintet', the city 's "wol" kfat'e" 
program used this car as a work -
s hop to repair toys for needy 
children. Spring and summer of 
1987 saw work on the car continue 
in s purts. The interior of the 
car was painted by Wayne Mon ger, 
the new water heater in s talled, 
th e gas lines for the hot wate r 
tH2 i:.'\t; E! I" , and the s howel" t'epa i I"eci 
by Steve Milward a nd Rick Merl e. 
The glass in the windows was 
replaced, and the window frame s 
painted. Carpet was put down o n 
the floor, s helves were put up, 
a nd new s creens were put on both 
door s " Vicki Krois donat e d 
curtains for th e windows, 
shower curtain. A few times 
the summer, CalGas of 
donated tank s of LPG t o 
the water in the car . This 
s torm wind o ws and a wood 

and 
d L.lI"' :i. n [I 

F'ol·'tol a 
heat up 

win tE?I" , 
stove 

have been inst a lled. which allows 
the car to b e u sed 'yea r round by 
our members. More c hai rs 
hav e also b een ad d e d to 
We s t i ll need some items 
erly fini s h off this car, 
it will be inviting 

",mel 

the 
to 
so 

to 

so + c.".s 
ca l""'. 

F'I"OP "'-
that 
both 

individuals and fa mi lies that come 
to work a t the museum on weekend s . 
We are still in need of a mi cro­
wave oven fDr the car, a pair of 
table or floor lamps, and som e 
beels fOl""' thf? bedt'oom section. It 
would be especial l y nice if a mem­
ber could donat e a set of bunk -
beds for the car , so 
with childre n could 
uni9ue sf.;)tting. 

that 

c ontinued on pase 7 

families 
in Ct 
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Santa Fe Boys Do It 
Again 

By Errol Spangler 

T he end of May saw the arrival of yet 
another Santa Fe caboose in Portola. 

The car, Santa Fe 999414, was purchased 
last month by the same group that owns 
the other Santa Fe caboose already on the 
property, the 999197. The group, known 
around Portola as the Santa Fe Boys, 
recently formed Vintage Railway Equip­
ment a corporation dedicated to preserv­
ing unique pieces of our railroading 
heritage. 

Indeed, the Santa Fe 999414 is a unique 
piece of equipment. This car was the 
original all-steel caboose on the Santa Fe 
having been built in 1927 by American Car 
and Foundry as A TSF 1500. 

road again built its own cars. The first 100 
cars, numbered 2201 - 2300 roUed out in 
1948 and were followed in 1949 by the last 
of the Santa Fe style cabooses, another 100 
cars numbered 500 . 599. The 999197 
came from this latter group, being built 
early in the year as number 507. 

In all, the Santa Fe purchased or built a 
total of 901 all steel way cars between 1927 
and 1949. These cars were in 2 distinct 
classes, the 1500 series cars built by ACF 
had radial roofs with the cupola set slight­
ly back from the sides. The A T&SF built 
cars utilized a pre-fabricated pressed steel, 
peaked roof. Also, the cupola sides were 
flush with the Cdr sides. These cars be­
came known as the 2200 series. 

In 1966 the Santa Fe began an extensive 
program of upgrading its aging fleet of 
'Vay Cars. Between 1966 and 1968 the 
shops at West Wichita, Kansas rebuilt a 

Altogether there were 150 cabooses total of 315 cars designated as class CE-l 
built in 1927, numbered 1500 - 1649. This and numbered 999000-999314. During 
order was followed by an additional 225 1968 the West Wichita shops also rebuilt 
cars, 1650 - 1874, in 1928. A total of 104 40 cars for local service, identified by yel-
cars, 1875 _ 1978, low painted cupolas, designated CE-3's 
arrived on the IS car was t onglna -stee ca se and numbered 

. property in 1930. on the Santa Fe having been built in 1927 999600 - 999639. 
The final batch of as A TSF lSOO- The San Ber-
cars from ACF nadino shops 
arrived in 1931, totaling only 22 cars, they rebuilt the next group of 223 cars desig-
were numbered 1979 . 2<XX>. Altogether nated CE-2's and numbered 999315-

the Santa Fe received 501 of the 1500 class 999537. 
way cars between 1927 and 1931. 

During the war years of 1942 thru 1944, 
the Santa Fe built an additional 200 cars in 
their ovin shops. These cars were num­
bered 2001 . 2200. Following the war the 

In the rebuild program, the cars received 
new cushion underframes, new interiors, 
and 12 or 32 volt electrical systems where 
required. The cars also received new steel 
end doors to replace the original wood 
ones, and the windows were either plated 
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over, or were replaced with sealed, safety 
glass windows. The cupola also changed 
appearance sOlnewhat as the side win­
dows were moved from the corners to the 
center, in line with the switch from corner 
bench seats to center mounted, swiveling 
captains chairs on each side of the cupola. 
Of course, the most noticeable change in 
the program was the paint job. Prior to 
the program all Santa Fe way cars were 
painted a standard box car red with the car 
number and ATSF in white lettering 
centered on the sides. The cars emerged 
from the shops painted a bright Indian Red 
with a large Santa Fe logo and center stripe 
in yellow, and the car number and A TSF 
in white (cupola numbers were added 
later). 

No new way cars came on the proper­
ty for 25 years until 1974 when 5 extended 
vision cars, numbered 999538 . 999542, 
and designated class CE -6, were pur­
chased from International Car Co. A 
second batch of 50 extended vision cars 
from ICC followed in 1978 classed CE·8 
and numbered 999700 . 999749. Finally, 
in 1981 the last batch of new cabooses to 
probably ever grace the Santa Fe rails ar­
rived from ICC. These 75 class CE -11 cars 
were also extended vision and were num­
bered 999750 - 999824. 

In case you are yvondering, the other CE 
classes which I have not mentioned here 
were minor rebuilds, renumbering, or ac­
quisitions (TP&W) with some classes 
having as few as 1 car. Also, not all cars 
made it to the rebuild program, of the 
original 901 cars only 578 were Inodified. 
By the time of the rebuild program 162 
cars had been either scrapped or sold and 

the relnaining 161 cars were down graded 
for use as transfer cabooses or road 
switcher service. 

True to railroading form, cars were 
pulled in to be rebuilt and renumbered Of} 

a purely random basis. In his book 
··Caboose Cars of the Santa Fe·., Frank El­
lington lists the old to new numbers of all 
cars which went through the program. It 
is interesting to note that only a third of 
the 1927 cars survived that long, having 
been either wrecked or sold to other rail­
roads. By the way, there is one picture in 
the book of the 1500 apparently taken right 
after the car was built. Unfortunately this 
book is long out of print, and Mr. Ellington 
has no plans to re -issue it. 

For more infonnation about Santa Fe 
way cars, I highly recommend Joe Mc­
Millans book ttSanta Fe Motive PowerU 

which has one chapter devoted to 
cabooses, with dispositions as of 1985. In 
the book is a picture of the 999414 on the 
end of a freight drag as an example of the 
CE -2 class cars. Our thanks also go out to 
Joe as he was instrumental in helping us 
obtain this car. 

Speaking of pictures, the February 1986 
issue of Smithsonian lnagazine carried an 
article entitled ({Cabooses may be rolling 
toward the end of the line·" In the article 
the 999197 shows up prominently in a 
photo of the yards in Barstow. 

It is interesting to note that the 999414 
arrived in Portola abnost one year to the 
day from the arrival of the 999197. What 
have the Santa Fe Boys got up their 
sleeves for next year???? 
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This spring, we will add a set of 

I s tairs to the outside of the car, 
which mill make it much safer to 
get in and out of the car, a set 
of lockers in the shower end of I the car (where members can keep 
their work clothes), and repair 
the sink in the lounge area of the 

I car. Members are invited to use 
the car whenever in Portola as 
long as you leave it AS CLEAN as I when you found it. Thanks. 

I FEATHER RIVER RAIL SOCIETY 

1988 CALENDAR 

I 
I 

June 18 - Annual Membership 
in8 and Dinner 

J'une 25-26 Opel"a t i ng 

l'1eet -

Weekend 

I July 2-3-4 Ope 1"(:\ tin 9 WeekE~nd 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

July 9 - Rail Festival and 
Operating Wee kend 

Ju 1 Y ::::;O "-~:' l 01::> e t' at i n 9 Wf2ekend 

f-)LI'JUst 1::;' 1"10 t 01'" Cat' Racf2s 
Social iYleeting , 

August 20- 21 - Railroad Days 
Operating Weekend 

Sept. 3-4-5 Operating Weekend 

Septn 24-25 Operating Weekend 

The museum is open 10am--5pm dai ly 
during our running season . 
Train rides are on Operating 
wee~ends only. 

We make mistakes in 
to keep everyone 
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GIFT f:3H OF' I\IEWE; by F{obin Smith 

I have a new book in on the Day ­
light #4449 by Nils Hu x table. It 
is a beautiful baok full of man y 
color photograp hs of the #4449 
from the very beginning to the 
present. The book deals with its 
history and i s very informative. 
It is a great book for your col­
lection. 
I have been doing a lot of work in 
the Gift Shop during the past six 
week s . There are some changes in 
the shop but mostly we have bee n 
cleaning and rearranging the mer­
chandise. I am always looking for 
new items to stock and new vendors 
to supply them at a reasonable 
price. I am currently working on 
some new t -shirts a nd possibly a 
new hat. When they are ready for 
release I will let everyone know. 
Some new items in the shop now are 
a 1989 Steam Calendar, a n ew sup ­
ply of Trai n Whi s tles for the kids 
delight, and i~, lal" 8E~t' sLlpr-1ly 0+ 
HO gauge model train s all in WP 
lettering. Incl uded are the new 
Front Range 3-bay center-flow hop ­
per cars in WP lettering as well 
as the r eturn of the wood cupola 
caboose. Many of these items are 
in limit e d 9uantities so ge t yours 
now .. 
8y the time you read thi s I wil l 
have spent 5 days at the PCR/NMRA 
convention in Santa F{osa, C{4 . I 
brought with me many of the items 
that are cur r e ntly in the Gift 
Shop and spent many hours pro­
moting the Feather River Rail 
Society. If the l3i'ft Shop looh?cI 
bare on the weekend of the 4th 
a nd 5th of June y ou will know wh y. 
I a m looking forward to seeing and 
meeting everyone during running 
~;eason. I will bE': at the Gift Shop 
during the week on Monda y, Thurs- , 
day a nd Friday as well as on the 
weekend s . The shop hours are lOAM 
to 4PM on weekdays and lOAM to 
5F'!"1 on weekend s . 

the THAll\! SHEET 
on thei t" to~?~; . 
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~------------------------------~-I 
FEATHER RIVER S HORT L INE 
b y B(,~ t t:y DCl y n ton 

In late Apil Jim Boy nton fired up 
# 8 to check out the engine after 
the winter. shutdown . As s i s ted by 
Mel Moore and John Marvin, Jim put 
# 8 through test runs and she 
chec ked out in fIne shape ~nd rar ­
ing to go. Particip a ting in the 
event was Porto l a Ma y or Sandi 
Waterhouse a nd h e r son who were 
v ery much impressed by the r i de o n 
a s team engine . With the resump ­
tion of t h e regu l ar Wednesd a y and 
Sat u r da y work sc hedule. Jim plans 
to operate #8 two S~turd ays a 
mClnt h and on special o cc a sions. 
Work had been going on fClr several 
wee ks befClre the steam up. The 
e ngin e boiler had been washed o ut 
and Jim inspected the insi de of 
the firebox an d clean e d the 
burn er . Jim, Mel and John have 
been workin g on the eng ine ' s air 

b ra ke system. Mel 
the main driver 
(.) t t E:1.ma. a n d J:i m 

a nd Jim r epacked 
. .")uu.I··' I'i::1.ls. IVlik E' 

in s tall e d a new 
lubrication line between th e 
h y drosta ti c lubricator a nd the 
rIgh t: s team chest . Ji m, Mel and 
John cleaned up materials and 
e9uipment around the FRSL c a boose 
cHiCI ~:;to l""" E!d the ~:; u.I" ' p Ius i terils in 
t h e caboose and a mmo car. John 
reports good progress on the 
woodwor k in the engine cab. The 
n e w engineer's seat is in and 
Ch arlene Marvin i s ma king the 
cushion . Arrangement s are underway 
to paint the Shortline name on 
the left side of the tender and 
c h a ng e the print on the right 
s id e . Th e new logo wi ll also b e 
put DIl, th(;~ +il·~~:;t timE~' S inCf:"2 
1959 a logo ha s been 
e9uip me nt . STEA~ FOREVER! 

em 

MERRILY WE ROLL ALONG! 

One of the bigses t p roject s of I 
our just past work week e nd was 
the movill8 of the paint ~Cloth. 
And of course such a large project I 
could not have been done with out 
ma n y weeks of preparation b y th e 
dynamic duo of Ha p Manit , Jim Le y I 
and Jim ' s horse trailer. Two wee ks, 
E:"lgO Jim anel 1"'li::iP tr' uc:kced in tl -Ie 
plank s to put und e r th e paint I 
booth s o it cClu ld be move d t o th e 
s outh SIde of the engine house . 
On s unday Jim Ley got eve ryon e 
(including your editor) round ed I 
up to get th is project mo v in g? 
With the help of Vic Neves, 
Mc Comb , Mik e F a lzone, Matt F' a I'~ k e t ' I 
Fred James, Jim Gidley, Mar k 
French, Brian Chall e nder, 
Hieb, Norm Holmes, Jim Ley. 
Debbie Joyner , Barbra Hol~~s 
a nd of course Hap Manit, we 
the plank s under t h e booth 
little damaqe and u sed the 

S t<=~V f? 

I 
got 

Eg y ptian me~hod of roll e rs 

\o'Ji th 

I o ld 
to 

move this ~ L.I'.·_:I~ waoel ,? rld ] , ,_ _, p . c.~~:; t:i c: 

green house. I 
T h E~ rf"l 0 v J'. 1" \ .(.:1. c~ '1'- '1:;'1' e . "oJ , p a Int b ooth 
was not the only work t h at was 
elone during the we ekend. J a n e t 
McCormick cl eaneel both the bath - I 
room s and the refrigerators that 
we u se during th e season to s to re 
memb e r s fou d not t o mention our I 
own h amburgers an d hot dClgs. 
There was also a crew doing track 
work and work on the 200 1 to I 
1""··eD.dy it +01'" paint. I hope that: 
1 got all the peoples n ames 
worked on the mov e ment of 
paint booth, If I did not 
very sorry. Pleas e remember 
you h a rd work is always 

I 

whu 
t he 

I a m 
that 

I 
I 

(j'WPLIVES 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

THE TRA I N S\--IEET I !:;SUE NO. :3 1 

FEATHER RIVER RAIL SOCIETY 

INCOME AND EXPENSE SHEET FOR 1987 

Checking account balance 12/31/87 - - - $ 478.67 
Savings account 12/31/87 - - - - - - - - - 7,888.84 
Certificate of Deposit for 6 months - - - - 4,000.00 
Credit Union balance - - - - - - - - - - - 9,112.39 

Ct~edit Union L.oan Balance - - - - - - - - - $6,512.37 

I NCOfYlE 

Tt~ain Fat~es - - - -$ 4,295.00 
Membership Dues 
Donations - - - -
Gift Shop - - - -
805A Donations 

TOTAL - - - - - - - -

EX PEI\JSES 

Admi nistt~ation 

Operating Expenses - - -
Motive Power Maintenance­
Maintenance of Way 
Car Department - - - -
Buildings and Grounds 
Utilities - - - - - -

14,535.00 
7,569.15 

11,214.83 
3,819.00 

--$41 , L~~52. 98 

-- $ 8,426.91 
2, :2 13. ~::.:;~ 
2,194.67 
1,801.36 

433.86 
4,329.47 
2,467.64 

Publications - - - - - - - _ 2,423 . 56 
Public Relations- - -
Capitol Expenditures-

5,83 6.62 
13, 83:3. :3 1 

TOTAL - - - - - - - - - - -$43,960.72 

Transferred to Life Membership Account- - - $6,885.00 

T~ansferred to Savings- - - - - - - - - - - $5,000.00 

Submitt ed by Robin Smith 
3 /14/88 
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