










Mat Parker and Dave McClain doing some fine tuning 
to Kennecott Alco #908 

WINNEMUCCA DEPOT 
In three days time seventy-five years of history 
was reduced to rubble in Winnemucca. On July 
22 a wrecker's ball demolished the former WP 
depot. Union Pacific replaced the beautiful old 
spanish style structure with a "7-11'1 style build­
ing which is modern in every respect including 
solar heating and cooling. 
UP offered the old depot to the Northern Nevada 
Historical Society at Winnemucca and even offer­
ed funds to help move it, but because of its 
location (on the wrong side of a freeway and 
two narrow bridges) and its construction (8" 
concrete walls built on a concrete floor), they 
deemed it impossible to move and save. 
All is not lost, however, the local historical 
society saved the half -round windows, the ticket 
office window and the crew black-board. Our 
society saved 18 of the double-hung windows and 
six single windows for use in our replica WP 
depot whenever the funds are available. Norm 
Holmes and Dutch Rohlinger drove the 420 
mile round trip to bring back the windows which 
are .now stored in one of our box cars ........•..... 

AND AROUND THE MUSEUM GROUNDS 
Glass, yes we have glass, through the efforts of 
Portola member John Fisher and the generosity 
of Pittsburg Plate Glass Co. We received a do­
nation of 204 pieces of 33x44 window glass. We 
had to pay for the shipment to Portola from 
Fresno on two tons of glass! It was unloaded 
using a fork lift borrowed from Ralph Womack. 
Thanks to there efforts we now have sufficient 
glass to complete the glazing in the building with 
some left over. Odie Lorimer made up some str­
eet directional signs and Ken Roller made up signs 
directing the public and also painted a nice rend­
ition of 921 pointing the way to the shop entrance. 
Hap Manit and Emery Goddard one time and Norm 
and Barbara Holmes the next made the 120 mile 
round trip to Herlong to pick up surplus items 
that are available to us through the state surplus 
office. Being a non profit organization a small 
handling charge is made but that is the only charge. 
Wayne Monger started painting the diesel shop 
doors orange after being tired of seeing them a 
faded green and Jack Palmer finished the job in 
time of the Grand Opening. John Marvin put a 
door on the womans rest room. Norm Holmes 
made up a four foot square ticket booth for use 
when we have an operating day. 
Our county workfare workers, under the able 
leadership of Hap Manit, have constructed 12 

-picnic style tables wLth benches for our meeting 
room. They were so good the CIty had our crew 
constuct some more for the City Park. They also 
made up barracades for use during Railroad Days. 
All the brush in the RV and picnic areas was 
grubbed out into piles so when we have a grader 
come in to work it over the area is clear. 
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2001 
Western Pacific 2001, a 2000HP GP-20 built in 
Nov 1959 #25623 was retired Mar 85 by UP and 
moved west from storage in Salt Lake City on 
July 4th. This engine is an inportant addition to 
our collection as it is the first GP-20 built and 
the first production turbo-charged locomotive EMD 
delivered. The GP-20's were a important milestone 
in engine locomotive design. They were EMD' s 
first step into turbocharging the 16 Cyl 567 eng­
ine, a step that was influenced by Union Pacific's 
experiments with so called "Omaha GP20's". 
The experiments began in 1955 with turochargers 
added to GP-9s in UPs shops. EMD brought out 
its own turbocharger in 1959 and it was added to 
9 UP GP-9s before regular GP-20 production began. 
GP-20's were built from 11/59 to 4/62 with 260 
units being built and WP and Great Northern the 
only railroad ordering high hoods instead of the 
new style of low hoods. 
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The 2001 was frequently equipped with a large 
snow plow and flangers to remove ice between 
the rails and saw reqular service on the "High 
Line" in winter time. We will place one of our 
SP plows on the unit and while the flanger cont­
rols are strill in place, the flangers will not be 
installed as they replace brake shoes on No. 1 
axel. The unit was placed in storage when the 
UP absorbed the WP in January, 1983. It was 
stored along with it's 9 other sisters in Oroville, 
Portola nad ending up in SLC. There it was stored 
along with the other GP-20s and Gp-7s and at 
this location it was vandalized with the windows 
and gauge blass broken. the number boards and 
bell were taken off by railfans? When it was 
taken out of service a steel band was placed 
around the engine room doors so no damage was 
'Gone to the engine area. Ski on his trips to 
SLC removed the horn and got a complete bell 
from 2010 for placement back on the 2001. 

On the way to Salt Lake City we passed the west-bound SST with 2001 and Sacramento 
Northern GP-7 712, dead in train, j ust east of Battle Mtn. Nevada •.• Ski photo .•... 



TRANSCO 50' BOX CARS 
WP 19901 is a rebuilt box car using a differ ant 
system of design which saves weight by using 
a Tri - Rib® nailable steel floor and nail able steel 
sides. In rebuilding the floors and sides of a car 
are replaced with the Tri-Rib® system. WP got 
two cars 19901-19902 from Transportation Spec­
ialties Co in Chicago :.in Sept. 1965 rebuilt from 

ACL box cars. Followed by 10 more 19951-
19960 also rebuilt from ACL box cars, but the 
design was not to be successful on the WP and 
t he cars were retired with only the 19901 left. 
2 are on the ground in Stockton by the FG E 
shops at the west end of the yard and 19901 
ran until arriving at Po rtola as WPMW 8129, 
and as seen in Sacramento and Stockton in 
stores service. 

WESTERN PACIFIC FEATHER BOX CARS 
Here is a short history of the box cars and the 
color schemes that WP used on itls feather box 
cars which was a trade mark of the Feather 

River Route ......... . 

WP 20801- 20820 blt b y Pullman in 1951 was the fi rst 20 cars o f a 600 c ar o rde r in s eries 
20801-21400 . They were equipped with new c ompartme nti zers and painted aluminum with a orange 
feather and black l e ttering ....... . 
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In 1952 Pullman put two box cars on the WP f o r t es ting o f a ne w cushio n underframe they 
had developed. The cars, 1952 & 1953, came in s ol i d o range wi t h b lack l e tte ring and a silver 
feather. Small feathe rs in a line ran along the sides and a n e mble m wi thout the Feather River 
Rout:e . wr iting in the circle was hand painted onto the car. WP p u r chase d the cars ;i.n 199 0 but 
never repainted them. 
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1961-1970 bIt by Pullman in 1954 had the same under frame as 1952-1953 and were painted 
solid orange with a silver feather and black lettering. 
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WP 3001-3010 Pullman-Standard 50' double-door box cars were the last ten cars in a 
100 car order bIt in 1954, Series 35001-35100. 3801-3837 bIt in 1954 also came painted 
in this scheme of a box car red color with silver lettering and a silver feather with a 
orange "DF" overlay. Both series came equipped with Damage Free loaders for securing freight. • 

1-

o - ~":.TI~::::: :w:-.:t..~"'l 
<=J 

3011-3050 with DF equipment and cushion underframes came painted solid orange with a large 
silver feather and black lettering. Built by Pullman-Standard in 1955. 
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With the first insulated plug door box cars in series 55901-55920 WP used this scheme 
of a silver feather and silver lettering much like 3001 cars. BIt by Pullman in 1955 ..... 

This scheme was used as a replacement scheme when it was realized that box cars never bet 
washed and the feather schemes were not weathering good. When cars in series 20801, 1961, and 
3011 were renumbered or overhauled they were repainted into this scheme. Which was a orange 
feather and ye llow lettering, several series of new plug door box cars used this scheme until 
WP went to yellow lettering only ..... 
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