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Feather River 
Rail Society 
********************** 

Portola Railroad 
Museum 

Preserving 

ff ~q~~.9'loa«t' 
P.O. Box 608 

Portola. California 96122 
(916) 832-4131 

Hours: Memorial Day to Labor Day -- open sev
en days a week 10:00AM to 5:00PM. Fall, winter 

and spring hours: Open Daily 10:00AM to 
4:00PM. 

The Feather River Roil Society, a tox exempt pub
lic benefit California corporation. Is the historical 
society for the Western Pacinc Railroad and op
erator of the Portola Railroad Museum In Portola, 
California. The FRRS Is not associated with the 
Western Pacific Railroad or the Union Pacinc 
Railroad. 

FRRS Tax ID number Is 68-0002774 
Member of Tourist Railway Association INc. 

Board of Directors 
Norman HoImes----------- ------------ (916) 832-4737 

PreseIVation does not start at some arbitrary point in history. What is 
new today will be tomorrow's historic artifact. Early items used by the rail
road industry have. to a great extent. escaped preseIVation. There are a few 
early steam locomotives. cars and other related items in museums, but a 
lot of equipment, both experimental and regular service. was scrapped with 
no thought to its historic value. 

Our museum was started by saving locomotives. rolling stock and oth
er artifacts of the Western PaCific. The scope of our museum has since ex
panded to include several examples of diesel locomotives from all major 
manufacturers with different models represented. While our diesel collec
tion is the largest in the world. freight cars have not been overlooked. Our 
car collection is second to none for its quantity and diversity. Track tools. 
signal devices and communication equipment as well as records have been 
added to our collection. 

A number of early diesel units have escaped preseIVation (ALCO DL 
709. BLW Centipede. FM Trainmaster. etc.) while efforts to save steam lo
comotives seemed most important at the time. We were indeed fortunate to 
obtain the 1929 Ingersoll-Rand. the only example of the early 600 hp model 
to survive. There are other units. some over 50 years old. still in seIVice 
that should be saved before the scrappers get them. For example, ALCO 
600 hp and 1000 hp high hood switchers, ALCO RS-1's. EMD E's , F's. es
pecially the MB" units. NW-5's. GE industrial switchers, etc. 

Should we stop collecting diesel units now that we have a more-or-Iess 
complete early diesel collection? How about a GP or SD 35. 40. 50 or 60 or 
an SD 45 or an F45 or SDP-40F (Amtrak's infamous passenger diesel)? Are 
there any of the United or Rohr turbos saved? Who has saved a GE U30C 
or C-30-7 or an ALCO C425 or C636? Will these models disappear before 
anyone realizes the last one has been scrapped? We can·t save them all . we 
are bursting at the seams now as far as track space is concerned. It is not 
necessary to save everything that has been built. but examples of our tech
nology as it develops should be preseIVed. It is important to preseIVe this 
history as we move forward . 

We wish to thank everyone who sent us Christmas cards this year. We 
hope you all have a happy and prosperous New Year. 

-- Norman W. Holmes 

President, Founder and General Manager 
Hank Stlles----- 1st Vice President (916) 836-2881 
Bruce Cooper--2nd Vice President (916) 832-4532 
Gordon Wollesen---------Treasurer (916) 832-53111-____________________________ _ 
Wayne Monger------------Secretaty (707) 426-5510 
Kent Stephens------------------------ (916) 895-1603 
Vic Neves--------------- ----------------(510) 352-4373 

Publisher of "The Headlight" 
John J . Ryczkowski 
13305 Mahogany Dr. 
Reno, Nevada 89511 

(702) 853-5303 

Train Sheet Editor 
Ed Warren 

11 0 Date Palm Drive 
Sparks , Nevada 89436 

(702) 673-3610 

Membership 
Associate------------ $15.00 
Active---------------- $30.00 
Family----------------$35.00 
Sustaining-----------$75.00 
Life------------------ $300.00 

These are the dues for one year. Life 
membership is a one-time payment. 
AssOCiate members do NOT have a vote 
and do NOT receive the Headlight. all 
other members do. All memberships 
except Family are for ONE person only. 

Back ~sues of the Headlight 
Issue 1 (Out of prlnt) California Zephyr Anniversary Issue. 
Issue 2 Joint issue with the Freight Car Journal; WP freight car roster; color. 

28 pages. $5.00. 
Issue 3 (Out ofprlnt) F3s in freight service; AAR box cars ; WP tank cars; 

index to historical articles in back issues of the Train Sheet. 
Issue 4 A tale of2 engines; PC-WP box cars; GP40s .. .. a guide t6 types; 

circus specials. 36 pages. $4.00. ' 
Issue 5 The Reno branch; M-K remanufactured GP35s and_GP40s; the 

Charles O. Sweetwood car; mill gons. 48 pages. $4.00. 
Issue 6 M-K remanufactured GP40s. part 2; Budd RDCs; cupola cabooses; 

1970 freight car roster. 52 pages. $4.00. 
Issue 7 Western Pacific FT 50th anniversary issue; color cover. 48 pages. 

$5.00. . 
Issue 8 Working the Sperry Rail Detector Car on WP; GP 35's; modeling WP 

ex-MILW boxcars. 36 pages. $4.00. 
Issue 9 WP History; Merger lOth Anniversary; Complete Western Pacific 

steam and diesel locomotive roster; color on cover and interior. 96 
pages. $12.95. . 

Back issues of the Train Sheet are available 
for $1.50 each postpaid. 

Send all orders to: 
FRRS Gift Shop at P.O. Box 608. Portola. CA 96122. 
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