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for coordinating and operating the first time in 25 years. #8 was
whole weekendgwithoutp a hitgh. last run on May 19, 1962 at NEW JERSEY MEMBEK
Thanks to Mountain Diesel and Quincy with Jim Boynton as en- Tom Hassler, a new member of
in particular Dale Sanders, we were gineer. our Society who models the WP in =
allowed to operate the Alaskas The fire took off immediately, the 50's, would like to exchange l
1506, 1508 and 1517 for the work burning bright and clear, and in info, ideas, correspondence with
weekend night operations and - two hours the pops (safety valves) other members....
Memorial Day weekend. People were tested and lifted at the Drop him a note at.. =
were very happy to see some of predetermined value of 150 lbs. 280 Maolis Ave. I
MDT's equipment head up our With volunteers John Marvin, Glenridge, NJ 07028
trains. It's so great to see an Steve Jackson, Mike Atama, and Eg" . g
A-B-A set of F's operating again. Bob Beattle assisting the engine s note...meeting others inter- =
. ested in the WP and/or who mod-
Try to remember the last time you was put through all the tests | | ane l
saw something as incredible as this. needed to evaluate the results of el has been a highlight M
Again, thanks Dale. the restoration effort. At the membership in the Society. I have
The two biggest projects this end of the day the verdict was formed several good friendships in _
summer will be the UP-849 and that the engine performed admir- this fashion. '
WP -707. Hopefully by the end of ably and that the work done on
the summer two more locomotives the firebox and boiler was well 2
will be painted and fully operational. done. The sound of a steam c_,-" & .
With your help we'll keep moving whistle echoing through Portola Q)Qv ~ *‘s". l
ahead improving the premier Diesel brought an interested crowd to $y on N
museum in the West. applaud #8's return to action. 09 o7 <0 .
Work is continuing on Wedns- QQ"%&Q,‘Z’&'& 3
days and Saturdays to correct G l
STEAM IN PORTOLA!! minor problems and the main pro- Q&QQ\“\ 0‘3)0..'
Betty Boynton ject now is replacing the jacket 4’0 Q:q’\;» ,\’Q‘\ |
On April 25, after three years on the boiler. Important parts N & “\Oo‘x
of restoration work by a small can then be re'placed. quk on Y’Q\b Qg}'-\’{‘
group of faithful volunteers, En- the woodwork in the cab is pro- ée PR N
gine #8 was steamed up in the gressing slowly. Y @ -.\’Q\o‘_’&e: -
museum yard. Engine 608 with Thanks to the grant fror'n'the Y’V o 0@ < l
; : ; ; Plumas County Arts Commision, o O
Jim Ley as engineer assisted in | : yd N 3 &0
i move and a1 Jah g g e gl case wil soon b0 |0
Boynton torched #8 off for the of #8 and other steam engines of 2 '
this area.

TODAY'S
FREIG“TS ESTERN PAcIFic was one of sev-

eral railroads pioneering diesel
freight service in the United States,
purchasing 12 FT units early in 1941,
During the peak of World War 1T ad-
ditions were made to the fleet, bring-
R. E. Shideler, superintendent of shaps, fook ing the total number of FT diesels to
this picture on March 24 of the lost T locomo- 48 by 1944
live 1o leave Sacramento Shops. Foremen in the Y . .
picture are, from lef, E. V. McCorkle, E. R, Me- The FT's were generally operated
Pherson, 1. H, Clapham, W. E. Fosha, E. W. in groups of four units to form one
Steuban, T. N, Fosselt,

One of WP's newest locomotives, o GP-40

5,400-h.p. locomotive, contributing a
total of 64.800-h.p. to W P's diesel fleet.
This was enough power and versatil-
ity to move an average train over the
entire system without motive power
changes, which was common practice
in the days of the.stcam locomotive.

six survived into 1967. These were
sent back to General Motors' locomo-
tive assembly plant at La Grange, IIl.,
in trade for six new 3,000-h.p. GP-40

Subsequent purchases of similar lo- locomotives to bring W P's total num-

comotives were made in 1950 and 1951 ber of high horsepower GP's to 47.
when 48 F-7 lype locomotives were These replacements of nearly an equal

put into freight service. Thereafter, number of unils totals 123,000-h.p., al-
the general trend of engine styling most double that of the 48 original
changed to the GP (General Purpose), FT's. Thus, several lypes of GM's
seen on our railroad today. GP locomotives, required to handle
W P began trading in the aging FT today’s heavier trains at higher speeds,
units in 1960 on a unit exchange basis. now handle the majority of current
FEach unit had accumulated about 2% freight trains over Western Pacific’'s |
million mites of service. Of these, only system.
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