H New Home.Fon The Jeather Riven Shoatline

i long atanding dream came true when the Feuthen Riven Shontline engine
and cars were Linally moved from the Quincy Faingrounda to ou- Portola fuc-
dity, JThe equipment waa badly vandalized over the years and w0 doubt would
have had to be junked in a few yeurs as an eye-aone. ngine ‘4 cab windows
and doonrs were amushed each time they wene re-applied. Al cu’ gauges were
amasted and the needles twinted off and uttempta to break the water glusn
wene made, ALl loose parts wene atolen and the firebox wua filled with beern
cana and whinkey bottlea. Jhe journal boxes were filled with sand and graveld
and the tenden water and oil compartmentsr wene filled with debiin. H new
aandblaating unit and moat of the tools atoned in the bunk can were atolen,

Yea, F.R.S.L. 8 and the othen equipment widld Live again thanta to the
Jeathen River Rail Society and it's hard wonking members. On .luy 14, Hver
Gregony and Jim Boynton atanted to prepare the equipment fon the move by dia-
connecting the valves, removal of the cylinden headr and complete lubrication
of the unita. Jhe tender and locomotive wenre aeparated for the move which
war made in foun tripa.

On May 25¢h (&M Jrucking of Quincy moved a low-boy” trailen into poait-
ion behind the diaplay track and the caboose war pulled back into pluce fon
loading. We then proceeded o dismantle the head of the train onden aignal
uaing the caboose ua a basre fun an extenaion ludder. iften removal of the
lensesr and semephone anma the nuta were nemoved at the aignal base and the
maat was aboved oven by hand. Noam Holmes, Mel Moore and Ken Roller had
arnived earlien with a truck load of ties, rails and other tools and eguipment.
A ahont section of track was built onto the "low-boy” trailer. Jiea wene then
Atacked with other cribbing and a namp was built connecting the truilen with
the track the equipment had neated. ,&uz. oven 20 years. iften the caboose wua
pulled onto the trailen the ramp was dismantled and semoved a0 the tracton
could move into poaition and couple up to the trailen.

Jhe morning of May 29%h aaw the caboose moving up Highway 70 toward
Portola. Jhe coupola had been removed becaure of overhead clearances. Unce
at oun Pontola fucility, the trailen and caboose were disconnected from the
tracton and again a ramp track war built to connect the trailen to one of oun
museun tracka. W.P. 921 waa available and aften picking up a watea car aa an
idlen, we alowly inched the caboose from the trailen. Jhe caboose was then
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canefully apotted in:oun-museum building paobably being. wwlan-o roof fon the
Linat time in ita careen. Jhe namp track was dirasembled again a0 the tructon
could couple up and return to Quincy for another loud.

Jhis entine process wua nepeated three times in onder to move all the
equipment except engine 8. JThe Anmy ammo. can waa louded the afternvon of
May 29¢h and unlouded ut Portola on May 34t. Engine 8 s tenden waa loaded
aa aoon as the trailer netunned to Quincy and was apotted. JThe tenden was
hauled and undoaded the next day. It wus not until June: /3th that. a apecial
heavy duty low bed trailer was available for loading. Earl (asazza Jnucking
of Reno furninhed the nig and drniver who incidentally did « muaterful job
of handing 8. Jhe Little Prainie engine aailed up Highwuy 70 much 2o the
amagement of atartled motonriats. Once at Postola, the rin waa atopped on
the main atreet creuting a mini celebration. Fint time in Pontola histony
a ateam locomotive moved down (ommercial Stneet!

(lover 8 wan Linally ahoved into ourn museum building aa the askies opened
up with a display of Lightning and thunder. Hail and heavy ruin pelted the
museum noof and aomeone sqid that they heand a faint gaap wa 8 settled down
in a nice dry comfortuble place rhe could call bome. Yer! Out of the atomm
for the firat time in oven 20 yeana.

Jhe Society in greatly indebted o the following members who labosred a0
hard 2o make thia dream come true. Lifting heavy tiea and raila in no job
for the faint heanted but motivation made the task seem Like an easy choze.
The warm weuther didn't eane the work and if it were not fon the gallons of
ice-cold lemonade aupplied by Barbara Holmes, our "gandiesr” certainly would
have dried up and blown away. Oun sincere thanks to these devoted membenra:
Bl (ripe, Sver Gregony, Bob flaalow, Frank Hibba, Noam Holmes, Bob Larson,
Roy Lopez, Hap Manit, Dave N lain, Steve Milward, Mel Moore, Glenn fMloaley
and aon, Jack Palmenr, Ken Rollen, Ken Shipton, Bill Spien and Bob Wakelield.
Jongive me if 9 have fongotiten anyone and my only excure would be that the
distraction of the job at hand derailed my memony.

Engine 8 in now project Sequoia and plara are being mude %o put her in
ateam, again. 9 appreciute the job aa project managen and am alro exinremely
happy to know that vandals will no longen be pulling the Little 2-6-2 apant.
Aa project members 9 have Society members Dennin (lemmina, Yvenr Gregony,
John Marvin and Ken Roller helping to renovate the dimirutive engine. Jhe
love and attention she has 40 badly needed har returned again and acon 8 will
reapond weaning a flashy new jucket and a plume of ateum in hen bonnet.

Jim Boynton




