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“The Marysville Buttes.”
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After two or three days of travelling 'mid the
everchanging landscapes of desert and mountain, the
tourist on an overland train,—-or possibly he may be a
settler, looking for new fields to till in a land full of
promise—looks out over the wide expanse of the great
central valley of California with a sense of relief.
His train is reeling off the last few miles before enter-
ing Sacramento, the Capital City.

As his gaze rests upon the seemingly limitless ex-
panse of almost level country, he will, perhaps, ask
somehody (and if it be a Californian he cannot resist
telling of the beauties and possibilities of his country),
what is it good for; can it be cultivated; what will
it raise and a hundred other questions. Probably he
will ask why all this land has not been settled on and
cultivated long ago. The answer will be that it has,
in spots, but that it is too big and there have not been
enough people, or the facilities for transportation, to
do it all at once.

If he is wise, he will stop over at Sacramento to
seek further knowledge. Is this great country being
built up, are the Californians doing it, or must I and
those who follow me supply the necessary energy to
start this great work? To the first query he is an-
swered, Yes; to the second, he is told to look for him-
self, the way has been paved.

He is handed a time-table and his eye is attracted
to the reminder below a copious list of trains, "a.
stands for A. M., p. stands for P. M., and Northern
Electric stands for development of the Sacramento

valley.” Now he knows the whole story and when he
boards the spic and span electric train, whose very
color breathes California romance in its reflection of
the Golden Poppy, whose blossoms cover like a mantle
the fields through which he is destined to pass, to be
whisked by miles of fertile lands and to pass through
towns where prosperity i1s evinced on every hand, he
marvels at the work already done, the enormous possi-
bilities for the future and then he feels like making a
profound obeisance to the train, when he leaves it, for
its share in making this development possible.
Description of the Country.

The Sacramento Valley has a length of about 2zoo
miles and a width averaging 50 miles. The Sacra-
mento river passes through its entire length from north
to south and divides it about equally. The land ad-
joining the river on both sides is, as a rule, low and
fairly flat and as it recedes from the river gradually
rises and becomes more undulating until the foothills
of the Sierra Nevada on the cast and the more pre-
cipitous mountains of the Coast Range on the west
are reached.

The one exception to this general condition is
furnished by the “Marysville Buttes,” a jagged group
of voleanic peaks which appear to have been forced out
of the depths of the earth in defiance with nature’s plan
of arrangement, into the very centre of the valley.
These buttes can be seen from all points of the valley
and are a picturesque contrast with the level expanse
surrounding them.
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