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Maintenance of Way Cars

O Maintenance of Way, Company Service cars or Roadway catrr,
all are about the same

O These are railroad cars that have outlived their revenue service days and are reused by
the railroads to keep cost down. These cars in many cases are older rolling stock that have
been set -aside or replaced by newer equipment.

O These cars allow the railroad to move and store almost anything that involves
mai ntenance to the right of way, grade crossings

O Olderfreight cars iIs easily adapted to the MoW fl| e
job like an older tank car to move water or fuel, former coal car turned into a ballast car.

Most all of this equipment in most cases are painted into a special color to differentiate the

cars from revenue service and are renumbered

O Flat cars also work well as low -sided gondolas by adding side and end boards to keep ties,
timbers short pieces of rail on the deck.




O Box cars served as tool cars containing workshops, materials, hand tools,
hardware, kegs of spikes, tie plates, rail joiners, bolts and nuts

O Some box cars were modified, adding windows, doors and vents, heaters and
made i nto bunk cars, some into kitchen car s
quarters .

O Old passenger cars were converted to maintenance of way cars stripping them
of the amenities and turning them in to large bunk cars, passenger dining cars
turned into Kitchen and Dining cars, baggage cars turned into workshops and
material cars using their large doors

O Most maintenance of way cars traveled in one train or on the end of a fright

consist, being dropped off on a siding close to the work at hand. Tracks were

oBlue Fl aggedd and had the switches | i ned &
to prevent movement to the main line.




Types of Maintenance of Way Cars

O

As an example, a gang of 50 men, the car equipment would look
something like this:

O

One Foremanodos <car

O

One Commissary and Office car

O

One Kitchen car

O

Two Dining cars

O

Six Bunk cars

O

One Store and Refrigerator car

O

One Tool Car




While | wild@ g o 1| nt oupofcar equipment dufing this\fPeSentatibni, thee
above give an example of some other railroads and how they handled a work crew.

The Western Pacific Railroad was no exception.

stock cars turning them into maintenance of way cars along with some older coach,
dinning and RPO cars.

While there is little information to be found on the WP Maintenance of Way fleet, there is
informration on the general use of mow equipment that can be found in various web sites
Istorical societies across the county.

hile | am in no way an expert in any of these car fleets, | will attempt to show some of
the common types of MoW cars that the Western Pacific made use of.

T
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Type of Cars

Car Type Use of Car
Type A Kitchen Car
Type B Office Car

Type C Kitchen and Diner

Type D Foreman, Time Keeper, Commissary and Cooks Quarters
Type E Kitchen Car

Type F Supply and Cooks Quarters

Type G Diner
Type H 8 Man Bunk Car
Type J Divided Bunk Car, Foreman's, Engine Crew Car

Type JB  Divided Bunk Car, Single Shower

Type K 2 Shower Bath Car with Water Tank and Tool Compartment
Type L 6 Shower Bath Car with Tool Compartment

Type M Combination Kitchen/Diner/Bunk Car




Car Type
Type N
Type ST
Type X1
Type CD
Type EG
Type H8

Type H11

Type H12
Type M2
Type M4

Type TW

Type V

Type X

Type X

Type T

Use of Car
Bunk Car with 500 Gallon Water Tank
Tool Car for Ditcher # 49 and 50
Electrician Supply and Quarters
Kitchen and Diner Car
Kitchen and Diner Car
Bunk Car with Foreman's Compartment
11 Man Bunk Car
12 Man Bunk Car with Foreman's Compartment
2 Man Living Quarters
4 Man Living Quarters

Combination Tool and Water Car

Track Vacuum Cleaner Car
Engine and Trainmen's Car
Engine and Trainmen's Car
Emergency Tool Car

Tool Car

Ventilated Tool Car
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Kitchen Car
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Office Car
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Kitchen and Diner
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Commissary and Cooks Quarters
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Supply and Cooks Quarters
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Bunk Car
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Tidewater Southern MW 0565-H
Pullman / WP MOW crew bunk car built ?

| - Rebuilt by the Western Pacific shops in Sacramento, California from a WP boxcar built in 1916
Western Pacific Railroad Museum Used as Escalon Depot in 1960s, Donated to FRRS
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Bunk Car wi t h

BUNK CAR WITH FOREMAN'S COMPT.
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Divided Bunk Car
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