


Welcome to Modesto!

was excited to Chair the 2016 Convention

in my hometown of Modesto. Growing up

there brings back so many good memories.

As a young boy I had the privilege of sitting
on the loading docks of the old Tri-Valley Grow-
ers Cannery out on Kiernan Road while fork lifts
loaded pallet after pallet of canned goods into
Box Cars destined for the East Coast. The real
thrill came around 10:00 on those hot summer
nights when a WP or TS Locomotive would start
switching out the loaded cars for empties. My
only regret is that I didn’t have a camera!

Your Convention Committee has been working
hard this year to bring you an excellent slate of
clinics, tours, and activities that represent the

rich history of the railroads in the Central Valley.

As past co-chair of several Western Pacific His-
torical Conventions with Eugene Vicknair of the
Feather River Rail Society, we thought it might
be a great idea to see if we could host a shared
convention this year. So far the results have ex-
ceeded our expectations. For you PCR members,
you will get a chance to experience some fantas-
tic clinics on the Western Pacific Railroad and
it's Subsidiaries.

In closing we would like to thank in advance all
of the committee members and the volunteers
for their dedication and hard work over the past
year and a half. And while you are here, please
take some time to enjoy the history of this mod-
est central valley town, while catching up with
your fellow modelers and friends.

If you need anything, feel free to reach out to
any committee member, or either of us and we
will try to make your visit the best ever.

Happy Railroading,

Scott McAllister & Eugene Vicknair
Convention Co-Chairs

“Taking It To The Streets”

2016 Joint PCR/FRRS Convention
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CONTESTS

Contest Room Schedule:

Wednesday Contest Drop Off 12:00 PM to 5:30 PM

Thursday Open 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM
Friday Open 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM
Saturday Judging 9:00 AM until close
Entry Pickup Saturday 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM

(if judging is complete)
Deadline to pickup entries on Sat 9:00 PM to 10:30 PM

Contest Entry Pickup:

Contest entries may be picked up from the Contest Room
after judging is completed Saturday or 3:00-5:30 PM and
after the Awards Banquet, but no later than 10:30 PM.
Abandoned entries may be given away as door prizes dur-
ing Sunday's Business Meeting.

Contest Forms:

Every entry requires at least one form to be entered in all
Contests. Models and modules to be judged also need the
appropriate judge's score sheet.

All of the required contest forms may be downloaded from
the PCR website.

Contests:

Model Contest- The model contest has five classes
(Open, Kit, Novice, Teen, Youth) in the following categories:
Steam Locomotive, Diesel and Other Locomotive, Passen-
ger Car, Freight Car, Caboose, Maintenance of Way, Struc-
tures, Displays, and Traction & Self-Propelled Cars.
Module Contest- Modules may be entered in one of two
categories, Individual Module and Group Module

Photo Contest- Photos may be entered in the following
categories: Model Black & White, Trains in Action, Track
and Structures, Working on the Railroad, General Rail Sub-
jects, Display, Special Event.

Arts & Crafts Contest- The contest categories will be:
General, Kit Built, Original, Railroadiana, Kit Built (Railroad
Motif), Pattern, Original (Railroad Motif}

Popular Vote Contest- All registered convention at-
tendees will receive a ballot form in their registration pack-
et and will be eligible to participate in the Popular Vote
Contest. All contest models, photographs, trains, craft items
and Showcase display-only items are eligible for the popu-
lar vote and will be identified with a numbered tag for this
purpose. _

Switching Contest- All registered convention attendees
will be eligible to compete in the Switching Contest. This
will require the entrant to reposition cars on a typical
“Timesaver” switching layout. Two aspects of this contest
will be completing the switching problem with 1) the few-
est number of moves and 2) in the least time.

Ingenuity and Levity Contest- All registered convention
attendees will be eligible to participate in this contest. The
Contest Chairman will make one award each for ingenuity
and levity incorporated in any entry in any of the above
contest categories. These awards will be made at the dis-
cretion of the Chairman.

Showcase Display Only- This is a non-competitive event
for models, modules, photos, and arts & crafts. Entries may
be complete or in process. Entries may be submitted in the
following categories: Models, Photos, Train, Arts & Crafts.

See the convention website for additional information,
rules, and restrictions.



NON-RAIL

HOSPITALITY: The Non-Rail Hospitality Room will be
open during the convention to all convention registrants
and their guests. Please check with the convention Regis-
tration Desk for the location of the room.

The Hospitality Room will be open during the following
days and times:

Wednesday, April 20 - 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 21 - 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Friday, April 22 - 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 23 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

All convention registrants are welcome to stop by the Hos-
pitality Room for some refreshments. It's a great place to
catch up on things with old friends and to meet new one!
We'll have games, puzzles, magazines and paperbacks
available; and there will be room to put sewing machines
for people who want to work either on their own projects
or on quilts and afghans to be donated to a local charity.
(There will also be a couple of sewing machines available
for people who would like to participate but can't bring
their own.) There will also be some special Non-Rail door
prizes, so be sure to stop by and give us an opportunity to
welcome you to the convention.

On Thursday we will have the Non-Rail Lunch,
which will give all the participants a chance to spend some
time relaxing over lunch. Since we will be in downtown
Modesto, this will be a great opportunity to take a walking
tour of some of the local attractions. Maps and directions
will be available in the Hospitality Room for those who are
interested (even if they are unable to attend the lunch it-
self}.

Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. we will have the
traditional Movie Night, which is open to all convention
attendees. This event traditionally provides an opportunity
to see popular films featuring trains, and this year will be
no exception. The exact location of the movie screening can
be obtained at the convention Registration Desk or in the
Hospitality Room.

The 16th annual PCR Bingo Night will be held in
the Hospitality Room on Friday, April 22 at 7:30 p.m. All
convention attendees are invited to come and spend an
enjoyable evening playing various forms of Bingo (with lots
of prizes!}.

The traditional "Quilt Shop Hop" will be held on
Saturday. This event provides an opportunity for the fabric-
lovers to check out the local quilting stores and find that
treasure they just can't live without! Maps and directions,
as well as a carpool signup sheet, will be available in the
Hospitality Room. The Shop Hoppers will leave at 9:30 a.n.
to explore the quilt and fabric shops in the area, taking time
out for a no-host lunch, before coming back to the hotel in
time for the Saturday evening awards banquet.

While the Art and Craft division of the PCR Con-
test is open to anyone registered for the convention, itis
often of particular interest to Non-Rail attendees. If you
would like to enter an item in the contest, entry forms and
rules can be obtained in the Contest Room. Those who do
not want to enter the contest but would be interested in
judging can get more information from members of the
Contest Committee. The judging usually takes place on Sat-
urday morning, and lunch is provided to the judges after-
wards.)
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OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES

Central Ca** rnia Traction (CCT) A tour of the Port of
Stockton a1... >CT operations there. Thursday, April 21,
from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Cost is $35/person and includes bus
transportation. All attendees must provide full name, ad-
dress, and a valid driver's license number for the Port po-
lice. Information will be collected at the bus. Space limited.

Sierra Northern Railroad Atour of the Sierra Northern®
shops in Oakdale followed by a round-trip excursion over
the Sierra between Oakdale and Warnerville (possible
Cooperstown). Friday, April 22,12 noon to 6pm . Cost is
$65/person and includes bus transportation. Space limited.

Modesto & Empire Traction (M&ET) / Historical Sites
A Historic Sites Tour of Modesto railroad landmarks fol-
lowed by a tour of the M&ET shops. Saturday, April 23
from 8:30am-12:30pm. Cost is $50/person and includes
bus transportation, one convention car, and refreshments
at Beard Brook Park (location of 4-8-4). Space limited.

Downtown Modesto Tinkertank Tour Downtown Tinker-
tank is a community resource where people come together
to create, invent, build, learn, and make. They are providing
three tours of their 3D printing facilites. Each tour is lim-
ited to 10 people. Thursday, April 21, 2016 at 1:00, 2:00,
and 3:00 pm.

Even though the tours are free, please go to the Company
Store page to sign-up.

This is a walking tour. Tinkertank is located about four
blocks from the hotel at 1003 12th Street.

LAYOUT TOURS

Thursday Evening, April 21

Owner: Les Gregory

Name of Railroad:

Scale: HO

City: Modesto

Brief description:

Time open: 5pm - 10pm

Accessibility (handicap): Average house, 1-2 steps, not
wheelchair accessible

Number of guests at a time: 6 guests per rotation max
Parking restrictions: Street parking for 10-15 cars

Fridav Afternoon, April 22

Owner: Steve Cavanaugh

Name of Railroad: Western Pacific Third Subdivision
Scale: HO

City: Tracy

Brief description: The Railroad is a mushroom design
running from the foothills at Oroville up through the
Feather River Canyon through the Keddie Wye, with a
Highline extension up to Crescent Mills and Staging, and
into Portola. Leaving the forested, rocky Canyon the Rail-
road continues east into the Desert, via Reno Junction with
the Reno Branch, to Desert Staging and a reversing loop.
The year being modeled is spring 1981.

Time open: Noon - 5pm

Accessibility (handicap): Average house, 1-2 steps, not
wheelchair accessible

Number of guests at a time: 6 guests per rotation max
Parking restrictions: Street parking for 10-15 cars
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Friday Evening April 22

Owner: Tom Milam

Name of Railroad: Wolf Creek Railway of California
Scale: HO City: Modesto

Brief description: An HO scale Shortline steam railroad
setin 1927, Tom's Wolf Creek Railway of California is lo-
cated in the foothills of California. He has many scratch
built structures, wooden truss rod cars and a few custom
built brass locomotives following Sierra Railway proto-
types. Tom has a strong interest in operations using JMRI's
(DecoderPro) switch list program. His point to point de-
sign, interchanges with his son's Buffalo Creek & Grizzley
Ridge Railway, another small point to point layout. Some
dual gauge trackage. Above the Wolf Creek HO layout is the
start of an HOn3 layout, the Nevada County Narrow Gauge
Railroad (Nevada City, track only no scenery). All in all this
is an HO scale empire, short trains battling steep grades,
floods, fights, Indian raids and sometimes not being able to
leave the station at all. Layout is 10x24 and mostly sce-
niced.

Time open: 5pm - 10pm

Accessibility (handicap): About 10 steps down to base-
ment; not wheelchair accessible

Number of guests at a time: 6 guests per rotation max.
Parking restrictions: Street parking for about 10 cars.

Owner: Steve Hayes
Name of Railroad: Western Pacific - Oakland to Salt Lake

City
Scale: HO
City: Sonora

Brief description: The layoutis my representation of
the Western Pacific Railroad, running from Oakland on the
west coast of California to Salt Lake City in Utah. There are
branches to Reno and to Turlock (the Tidewater South-
ern). Also modeled is the Highline which ran from Keddie
to Bieber California. This was the WP’s connection to the
great north west via the Great Northern Railroad.
Date/time open: 5pm - 10pm

Accessibility (handicap): Accessible. There are stairs but
their is a work-around to bypass them.

Number of guests at a time: No limit

Parking restrictions: Street parking

Owner: John Zack

Name of Railroad: Sierra RR and Westside Lumber Co
Scale: HO, HOn3

City: Twain Harte

Brief description: This HO scale model railroad is based
on the Sierra Railroad that started its long and glorious
history in 1897 and is still in operation today. The time
frame for the layout is the Spring of 1955 when the first
diesels (Baldwin S-12s) arrive on the railroad and the log-
ging railroads of the Pickering and WSLCo are still going
strong. Date/time Open: 5pm - 10pm

Accessibility (handicap): Not wheelchair accessible;
stairway down to basement

Number of guests at a time: 16

Parking restrictions: Parking for cars on street; do not
park in driveway.

Sundav, April 24

Owner: Dave Stanley

Name of Railroad: Morada Belt freelanced 20 x 20, fea-
tured in RMC

Scale: HO

City: Stockton

Brief description: Dave's Morada Belt is HO scale, set in
the 1950’s with 360 feet of mainline as well asa 35-foot
branch line. Track is commercial code 83 and code 70, a
"point to loop" design with 30" minimum radius on the
main track, one staging and two working yards. Scenery is
90% complete and ranges from Tehachapi-style semi-arid
to sandstone cliffs (reminiscent of Eagles Nest, Montana
on the Milwaukee Road) to the Sierra Nevada foothills.
Backdrops were painted by noted artist and book author
John Signor. It is a trackage-rights operated bridge line
used by several of the large western carriers of the 1950's,
utilized when their own corridors are congested. Thisis a
model railroad designed by a real-life railroader for oper-
ating sessions, without sacrificing the scenic beauty of the
west.

Date/time open: 11am - 4pm

Accessibility (handicap): Average house, 1-2 steps. Lay-
out not wheelchair accessible.

Number of guests at a time: 10 guests per rotation max
Parking restrictions: Cul-de-sac parking for 10-15 cars
Owner: Tom Milam

Name of Railroad: Wolf Creek Railway of California
Scale: HO

Owner: Sean Randall

Name of Railroad: Protolanced SP Imperial Valley Beets
Scale: HO

City: Manteca

Brief description: Regional shortline SouthWestern
Pacific Transportation Company (SWPTCO) operating
former UP (nee SP) branch lines in the Imperial Valley.
Sugar Beet and Ethanol along with Produce are the main
commodities hauled.

Time open: 10 AM—3 Pm

Accessibility (handicap): Average house, 1-2 steps, not
wheelchair accessible ’

Number of guests at a time: 6 guests per rotation max
Parking restrictions: Street parking for 10-15 cars

Owner: Robert Hoffman

Name of Railroad: Sante Fe Clovis NM to Amarillo TX.
Scale: HO

City: Elk Grove

Brief description: The layout represents the 104 mile
Hereford Subdivision of the Santa Fe from Clovis, NM to
Amarillo, TX in 1987. The layout features one active junc-
tion as well as interchange with the Burlington Northern
at Amarillo and was designed with prototype operations
in mind. The primary commodities transported include;
TOFC, automobiles, grain, and manufactured goods. Scen-
ery is specifically patterned after the prototype where
possible. An article on this layout appeared in the January
2011 Railroad Model Craftsman.

Time open: 10 AM—3 PM

Accessibility (handicap): Average house, 1-2 steps, not
handicapped acccessible

Number of guests at a time: 5

Parking restrictions: None



























