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Accident nsar llerlin, Calif., on January 26, 1941, caused
by Zfamaze to the track, as a result of a rock slide.

REPCAT CF THE COMMISSION®

thers was & derailmsnt of a

Cn January 26, 19431,
the Western TFecific Railroad near M¥erlin,
) S i

J
T
vn*n% result

vassenger train on th
Calif., ed in the probavble death of onz employee
and the injury of ones employes.

1

er authority of section 17 (Z2) of ths Intsrstate Commerce
he above-entitlsd vroceeding was referred by the Commigsion
mmizsioner Patterson for consideration and disposiftion.
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Location and Method of Operation

. Taile accident occurred on that part of the Western
PlVlSlOﬁ Cesigrated as the Third Subdivision which extends
petween Portola and Croville, Calif., a distance of 116.3 miles.
‘ e cinisy of the point of accicdent this is a single-track
lch trains are opersted by timetable and train
no v of Dliock system is in use. The accident

>rS; T
occurred about 4,050 feet west of the west siding-switchat
lerlin. Ae the point of gccident is approached from the east
There ars, in succsssion, a 5°50' curve to the left 473 feet

in length, a tangent 732 feet, and a 3%945' curve to the left
401 feet. The deralliment occurred on the latssr-mentioned
curve &t a polnt 251 feet from its eastern end. At the point
of accidsent the grads for west-dound trains is 1 percent

yicinity of the point of accident the track

north bank of the north fork of Feather River.
. on a kiliegide cut and isg 135 feet above the
rs 1ine of the river and 160 feset horizontally
of the zlope is zbout 12 feet horizontally
centsr of the track. OCn the north side of the
edlate vicinity of the point of asccident, the
granite iz 13 feat from the center of the
riczs to a eight of about 6C feet and 1ts
rizontally T from the center of the
2 wall the ; -line slopes gradually north-
eranie Jlslanc

track structure consists of l1lig-pound rall, 39 feeft

leid in 1935 on 24 ties to the rall length; 1t 1is
x2u on the outesids and single-spiked on the inside
la, fully tieplatsd, provided withh 8 rail anchors to
& thi, vallasted with 12 incheg of ecrushed rock and
a 11 mailntainzd.

Becauss of track curvature the view from the right side
of the cab ci a west—-pound enzine oI the point where the accldent
oczcurred was restricted to a distance of lsss than 200 feet,
from the lefrt side of the cab an unobstructed view could be had
a distence of about 575 fest, and from a point 1,210 feet dis~—
tant ths view from the left side was partly obstructed by a pole
lins.

Thne meximum guthcrized speed for pa

ggengsr trains in the
vicinity of tihe point of acclidsnt is 35 mile

g per hour,

r was clear ab the time of the accident, which
:20 p. m.
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