








Immediately following spike driv-
ing crew. a welder from the signal
department applies bonds to rail
joints, for uninterruption of signals.

Among other things, Burro crane
is also used for removing and re-
placing power track machine to al-
low freight and passenger trains to
pass. Burro crane proceeds under
1ts own power to nearest side track.
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COUPIN PRESIDENT OF RAILROAD
GENERAL AGENTS’ ASSOCIATION

John H. Coupin, general agent at
San Francisco, was elected president
of the Railroad General Agents’ As-
sociation of San Francisco at their
meeting in San Francisco during
February.

The Association in-
cludes in its membership
representatives of fifty-
two of the nation’s im-
portant railroads main-
taining offices in San
Francisco.

Coupin was born at
O’Fallon, 111, on April 9,
1891. He completed a
business administration
course at Columbia Col-
lege in St. Louis and
studied law at Golden
Gate College in San Francisco, for
which he received his LL. B degree.

After receiving his first railroad
service with the Missouri Pacific, he
came to San Francisco in 1912 and
entered Southern Pacific’s passenger
department, Following Naval service
during World War I he assisted the
late George F. Detrick in the reorgani~
zation of the Northern Electric Rail-
road and then began soliciting freight
traffic for the renamed Sacramento
Northern Railroad during the period
it was being converted from a passen-
ger to freight line.

After sale of the Sacramento North-
ern to Western Pacific, Coupin was
named commercial agent at San Fran-
cisco on July 1, 1927. He was appointed
general agent at Oakland on January 1,
1929, and took over those duties at
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San Francisco on January 1, 1939.

John is a lawyer and practilioner
before the I.C.C. and worked under
the direct supervision of the late Presi-
dent Harry Adams during the 1930’s,
obtaining support from civic bodies
in securing the Certifi-
cate of Public Con-
venience and Necessity
to construct the North-
ern California Extension
through Bieber to con-
nect with the Great
Northern. He also car-
ried on a similar cam-
paign during which the
Western Pacific was
successful in obtaining
1 a Certificate from the

i *  I1.C.C. to construct the
once proposed Peninsula line running
from San Francisco to Redwood City.

In 1923 he was a member of the
Commission which pioneered in the
organization of the first comprehensive
Traffic and Transportation Course for
Golden Gate College.

John holds membership and is active
in the San Francisco Chamber of Com-
merce, and holds membership with the
American Society of Traffic and Trans-
portation; State Bar of California; As-
sociation of I.C.C. Practitioners; Pacific
Traffic Association (past president);
QOakland Traffic Club; Board of Trus-
tees of Golden Gate College; Transpor-
tation Club of San Francisco; San
Francisco Commercial Club; Pacific
Railway Club; National Defense Trans-
portation Association; and Railroad
General Agents’ Association of San
Francisco.
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