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 Now I needed a locomotive.  A 35 ton Plymouth 
was located in Medford, Oregon and trucked to 
Portola.  With the help of friends I now had a 
railroad with 1200 feet of track.  The railroad was 
operated occasionally until 1983 when the 
Portola Railroad Museum was formed.  In 1987 I 
retired as engineer for UP.  I donated the 
caboose, box car, flat car and locomotive to the 
FRRS.

Since then the cars and locomotive have 
remained on my property except for the flat car 
which was sold for a bridge.  It seems the  
summers go by so quickly and there is so much

  

WP Equipment Sightings
- compiled by David Epling

Well here we are, 2006 and a new year and a 
new issue of the Trainsheet.  By now most of you 
know the BIG change at the Museum.  No longer 
are we the Portola Railroad Museum.  We are 
now the Western Pacific Railroad Museum at 
Portola.  But more on that will be written by 
others.  This column is made possible by you the 
FRRS members and non-FRRS Members via the 
world of the internet be it yahoogroups, the 
various Discussion Boards are just plain 
individual sightings.  To send your sightings to 
me, simply drop an E-mail to me at 
frrsweb@sbcglobal.net.  And now, on to the 
reports:
 
- First up is Roger Burdick reporting UP 1983 by 
his home at MP 156 on the Roseville Sub on 
11/1/05. (Editors note - UP seems to be keeping 
the heritage units in general in their primary 
namesake areas as 1983 has become a regular 
to out area).

- Mike Hinkle reported WP 12050 (Cov Hopper) 
near Richmond TX. November 2005.

- Dave Anderson reported WP 12090 in a UP unit 
grain train parked in the BNSF yard adjacent to 
the Louis Dreyfus Export Elevator on the Seattle 
waterfront on 11/02/05.

- Chris Bekaris reported UP 4504 stopped at  
north/east end of Sunset Whitney at 2 PM 
11/5/05 due to MP 116.9 detector calling out 

to do at the museum that we never get around 
to moving the equipment.

This summer (2005) I decided No. 645 need a 
new coat of paint.  It was last painted by WP in 
1972.  The results can be seen in the 
accompanying photo.  A new application of 
roofing paper was also applied.  To attest to their 
sturdy construction there are at least 12 cupola 
style and at least 22 bay window cabooses still 
in existence.

P.S. The kerosene marker lamps have been 
returned to their holder in the caboose. 

hot box on WP 12407 (Cov Hooper).  This 
location is in Lincoln CA.  Crew could not find a 
problem.

- Frank Caron reported WP 38128 (Boxcar) at San 
Jose CA's Newhall Yard 11/7/05.

- Jim Bryant reported WP 12072 (Cov Hopper) 
rolled west by his home trackside in Lawton NV 
11/8/05.

- Ken Reiter reported WP 1903 (89' flat) at San 
Jose CA's Newhall Yard 11/9/05.

- Frank Caron reported the same flat as still at 
Newhall on 11/11/05.

- Kevin Caldwell reported in his travels an open 
top WP Hopper at Paxton on 11/30/2005.  Later 
that same day, he observed a WP covered 
hopper heading west into Sparks Yard.  He says 
both numbers were obscured.

- Dan Crews reported a very clean WP 86122 
through Citrus Heights CA on 12/8/05.  
         photo by Dan Crews
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- Roland Bayly reported WP 38008 (Boxcar) 
sitting in Kaiser Yard in Ontario CA 11/17/05.  He 
also reported WP 13312 (Flat Car) sitting in the 
One Spot (Car Repair) at W. Colton Yard on 
11/28/05.   Later that same day he observed a 
large WP Lettered boxcar but it was too far away 
to see the number.  He also reported WP 38265 
(Boxcar) in the W Colton yard on 11/30/2005.  He 
then kicked off December with WP 38156 
(Boxcar) in a WB Manifest in Fontana CA on 
12/01/05.

- Roland Bayly reported WP 38291 sitting in the 
Dolores Yard in Long Beach CA on 12/8/05.

- Merrill Thurman reported WP 65623, with UP 
Herald, sighted in the hole at Lexington, NE on 
12/12/05.  Later the same day, he saw a WP 
Boxcar w/large WP Lettering, but reporting 
marks completely tagged, on the Main at 
Maxwell, NE.  Merrill hit the mother lode on 
11/15/05 in the Laramie, WY Yard, on 12/15/05 @ 
14:15.  He observed the following cars: WP 
10291, 10487, 10227, 10239, 10847, 10461, 
10804, 10208, & 10449.

- Ed Wagner reported High side gondolas WP 
7703 and WP 7718 EB through Niles headed for 
Altamont pass on 12/15/05.

- Bill Tharp reported seeing WP 7710 (High Side 
Gondola) at Oakland CA on 12/21/05.

- Biff Byrum reported WP 38195 (Boxcar) spotted 
at Smurfit-Stone Recycling in Polk, CA on 
12/28/05.

- R. Wullich reported WP 1905 (89' Flat) in 
Oakland CA on 12/31/05.  He says Happy New 
Years!

- Mark Freiberg reported WP 7701 (High side 
Gondola) in a Herzog Work train in the UP Yard 
in Oakland CA on 1/1/06.

- Bringing up markers for this edition of the WP 
sightings column is Merrill Thurman again.  He 
reports WP 12063 eastbound at San Simon, AZ 
and WP 10207 eastbound at Separ, NM on 
1/10/06.
 
Well that is it for this edition of WP sightings. 
Without you this column does not work.  I thank 
you again for your contributions and remember 
our battle cry...WP LIVES!

Mechanical Report
- Hank Stiles, CMO

 I hope the holidays were as joyous for you and 
your family as they were for me and my family. 
          
As per normal the museum is shut down for the 
winter. But some work and board of director 
meetings go on. I am trying to get a little work 
done so we can use our equipment for some 
upcoming projects.
    
Most of what goes on as this time of year is 
planning for the 2006 season. Many projects 
face us, repairs to the WP 917, turning the 
wheels on the WP 512 and repairs to the WP 501 
prime mover are but a few of the things that we 
need to accomplish. Each small job that we 
finish on our equipment makes it look better 
and or makes it more reliable and longer lasting 
and fulfills our commitment to save the history 
of the Feather River Route. By April the weather 
will warm up and we can start another season. I 
have every reason to believe that we will be 
more successful in 2006 than we were in 2005.
 Unfortunately we are not blessed with the 
funds to make many of the repairs and 
improvements that we would like to. If all 1000 
members donated the cost of a cup of coffee a 
day to the museum, it would add up to about 
$1250.00 a day and that is $456,250.00 a year. A 
cup a week adds up to $65,000.00 a year. Think 
about what that amount of money would mean 
to our museum. We could paint ten pieces of our 
equipment even at the low figure. If we all give a 
little we gain a lot.
     
A lot of what needs to be done can be 
accomplished with little money if we had the 
more people to help share the work. We use 
most of our help keeping our equipment up and 
running and keeping the museum doors open. 
Most people don't understand how much work 
is involved in running a museum like ours. I 
know that John Walker puts in about 60 hours 
per week and then there are the others like Rod 
Mc Clure, Steve Habeck, Doug Morgan, Ken 
Iverson and Norm Holmes that put in many 
hours each week also. There are about 25 others, 
like myself, that come up on a regular basis that 
add greatly to the hours being put in to run our 
museum. I would like to invite all of you to come 
up to the museum and help out, your help can 
be used and will be appreciated, no matter what 
you like to do. Many of you don't live close


