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PRES IDENT 'S DESK b y Norman Holmes 

On May 9th Barbara and I r e turned 
f l"Clm a f :i, ve lo'Je E?k tt"ip t r.:.~1 Fiji, !\Iew 
Zealand and Au s tralia to celebrate 
our 40th wedding anniversary. We 
vIs it ed most of the regular tour­
ist s ites and a numb er of railway 
museums. It was interesting to s ee 
how other countri es a nd organiza­
tions treat and operate their rail 
way mu seums . Most museums were not 
too different th a n those in our 
cQuntry with a fe w member s doing 
mos t of the work as i n this coun ­
try. A number of organizati ons in 
Ne w Zea land and Australia have 
locomotives and cars that are 
maintained in a sa ti s f ac tory con­
dition to a llow their operation on 
the <':IOv £:! I"'rlment oWled I"ai lways. In-
9uiries about arra nging special 
train operations i n the event of 
a group vi s it were general l y very 
receptive. Steam was, of course , 
the main attraction with diesel 
preservation now just coming into 
b E? :i.n~j. 

Wh i l e i n Ne w Zealand we had the 
opportunity to meet the seven FRRS 
members living there. Most have 
Ameri c a n HO gaugE mod e l railroad 
layout s , whi c h we v i sited . Richard 
/"!DI"~:Jcin ~;hoi",ecl u~; i::\ I-'ound the t'ai 1-
ways in Auckland then Milne Colli s 
and his wife took us on a week ­
Ions tou r of t h e North Isl a nd a r ­
rangi ng seve ral special showings 
of railway mu seum eg u ip ment. We 
also h ad the dPportunit y to meet 
with officials of th e NZ Ra i l ways 
an d r ece i ved an in trod uction at a 
rededication of a New Zea land Rail ­
ways steam locomotive event. 
Tourism i s a very important indus­
try to the countri es we visited . 
Because of the lower va lue of the 
US doll ar , fcireig n visitors are 
comin g to America in g0ea ter num­
b ers . We s hould do everythi ng we 
can to make our r a ilroad museums 
an attractive plac e to vis it . 

In a recent iss ue of the GAZETTE? 
news letter from Orange Emp ire 
Ra ilway Museum, they wrote about 
thei r two heavy-weight Rio Grande 
bagsage cars. The interesting fac t 
was that one car , D&RGW #743 was 
once WP #804. When the WP started 

pass€:! n!,3 e l" sie t'vice in Augus t, 1.'7>1.0, 
a ll passenger e9 upme nt was leased 
fro m the D&RG. It was lettered and 
numbered for WP. No. 804 wa s a 
baogage- buffet - library -car and op ­
erated in passenger servi ce until 
AF) I" ii, 1. 9 1. 1. Th E? c: a I" \I~ as 1"'(::' t LlI"n ed 
to D&RG and us e d in 
configuration until 
was co~verted to a 
C2U". 
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{Uso not e d in th e GAZETTE was an 
announcemen t that 
ceived SP # 3 100, a 
brings the numb e r 
preserved t o five. 
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The Union Pacific ha s ext e nd e d the 
property lease with the Cit y of 
Portola for an additional fift y 
years . This will enable us to ap ­
ply for fund~ng for our replica WP 
d epo t building. The building per­
mit ha s been app lied for and a 

qround breaking ceremony has 
~enati vely sch e duled for Jun e 
1988 . We have some money on 

beE?n 
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bu.t to do th e i niti al ground work, 
much - muc h - muc h mo re will be n eeded 

i!TIp ClI" t eln t 
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to complete this mos t 
project. We are in need 
one to help us in grant 
Gordon Wolleson has agreed 
I I F' I" o j ec t 1'1 <:11''', i::\ t~ ('2 1""" II 
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The Guatemala Trip 
fund raiser i s goi ng great. Me m­
bers returning the ticket stub s a­
long with the $2 each has b een 
8ClOd, with a number of members re-
9uestins additiona l tickets. We 
have a supply of tickets availabl e 
by mail or at our Gift Shop for 
anyone wishing tCl donate to thi s 
worthy cause. The tr ip is being 
provided free by Chris Skow 
through his Train s Unlimited tra­
vel se rvice and all profits will 
go to our depot construction fund . 


